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COMPUTERIZATION O F LEGAL MATERIALS 

Memorandum b y th e Governmen t o f Canad a 

Introduction 
The ability of the computer t o store vast quantities o f 
data and to search such data i n a matter o f seconds t o 
retrieve specified informatio n fro m i t makes i t an ex-
tremely attractiv e too l fo r th e lawye r involve d i n 
drafting legislation , polic y formulatio n o r the day by 
day practic e o f law . Althoug h experiment s usin g th e 
computer i n the legal area date back t o the late 50s, it 
is only withi n th e las t te n year s tha t computer s hav e 
come t o b e use d b y lawyer s o n a  regula r basis . 

Considerable developmen t ha s take n plac e i n thi s 
area i n th e Unite d State s an d Europe , bu t o f th e 
Commonwealth countries , Canad a ha s probabl y 
gone th e farthes t i n implementin g operationa l 
systems. Thi s pape r wil l concentrate o n th e develop -
ments whic h hav e take n plac e i n Canada , thi s bein g 
considered mor e useful fo r Commonwealt h countrie s 
because o f th e similarity o f legislatio n an d legislativ e 
procedure an d th e commo n lega l system . Als o th e 
Canadian material , particularl y th e statute s an d 
regulations, ma y themselve s b e o f interes t t o othe r 
Commonwealth countries . 

Basic principle s 
Before looking more closely at computer application s 
in the legal area i t is necessary to be familiar wit h cer -
tain basi c principles and terminolog y associate d wit h 
the computer. Firstly , th e computer ca n onl y proces s 
information whic h i s i n "machin e readabl e form" . 
This simpl y mean s tha t informatio n i n norma l 
printed for m mus t b e converted befor e i t can be used 
by the computer. A t present , conversion normall y in -
volves a  typin g o r keyin g operatio n followe d b y th e 
normal proofreadin g an d correctin g tha t i s involve d 
in a  process o f thi s kind . Thus , ther e i s a  cos t whic h 
increases i n proportion t o th e volume o f materia l in -
volved. Suc h costs may be offset, however , i f there is 
other justification fo r convertin g the material. If , fo r 
example, i t i s t o b e printe d an d computerize d type -
setting i s available , the n th e conversio n t o produc e 
the compute r dat a bas e fo r printin g woul d replac e 
the keyin g proces s tha t woul d b e involve d i n tradi -
tional type-setting. The data base can also be used fo r 
information retrieval , whic h become s a  by-produc t 
of th e printing process . Again, i f th e computer i s us-
ed durin g th e draftin g o f a  documen t whic h ha s 
subsequently t o b e printe d e.g . legislation , furthe r 
keying fo r printin g wil l no t b e necessar y either , 
realizing greate r savings . This wil l be discussed later . 

A computer system can be looked at as consisting of 
three basic elements, the machine itself (referred t o as 
the hardware) , th e instructions t o the machine whic h 
directs i t i n performin g an y particula r function s 
(referred t o a s th e softwar e o r programme ) an d th e 
data base which consist s o f th e information store d i n 
"machine readabl e form" . Onc e a  dat a bas e ha s 
been create d an d a  particula r us e defined , a  govern -

ment ma y decid e t o plac e it s dat a i n on e o f it s ow n 
computers i f i t alread y has , o r i s prepare d t o pur -
chase o r develop , th e necessar y compute r software . 
Or i t ma y g o t o a  privat e compan y whic h ha s o r i s 
prepared t o operat e th e appropriat e softwar e an d s o 
on. Ther e ar e many factor s involve d i n this decision , 
some o f whic h wil l b e illustrate d late r i n thi s pape r 
when th e Canadia n situatio n i s examined . 

In additio n t o the above an increasingly importan t 
element o f a  moder n compute r syste m i s telecom -
munications. I t i s no w quit e commo n fo r th e com -
puter to be hundreds or even thousands of miles fro m 
the use r bu t ye t see m t o be in the nex t office . Thi s is 
made possibl e becaus e o f th e qualit y o f telecom -
munications no w available . Unti l recently , i n man y 
countries hig h cos t stil l limited use . However , withi n 
the las t tw o years , w e have see n th e implementatio n 
in Canada, th e U.S. and som e European countrie s of 
a ne w dat a communication s servic e whic h ha s sub -
stantially reduce d suc h costs . At th e present tim e the 
Canadian servic e whic h i s calle d Datapa c ha s inter -
connection agreement s wit h th e Unite d State s (in -
cluding Hawaii ) an d th e Unite d Kingdom , an d i s 
negotiating agreement s wit h a  numbe r o f countrie s 
including Australia , Ne w Zealand an d th e Caribbea n 
Islands. 

Remote computin g o f thi s kin d i s done o n wha t i s 
referred t o a s a  termina l whic h usuall y consist s o f a 
T. V. screen to which a  typewriter keyboard i s attach-
ed. Th e use r communicate s b y typin g o n th e key -
board, th e messag e an d respons e bein g displaye d o n 
the T.V . screen . 

Application i n Canad a 

General 
Computers ar e being used in the legal area in Canad a 
by bot h th e federa l an d provincia l government s an d 
in th e privat e sector . Use s an d planne d use s includ e 
retrieval o f informatio n relatin g t o statutor y an d 
regulatory material , cas e la w material , lega l opi -
nions, lan d titles , personal property securit y interest , 
the provisio n o f assistanc e i n th e draftin g o f legisla -
tion an d regulations , th e preparatio n o f standar d 
contracts, leases , wills and simila r documents, as well 
as la w fir m accountin g systems , an d lawyers ' tim e 
records systems , Othe r mor e specialized application s 
include litigatio n suppor t systems , whic h assis t 
lawyers involve d i n case s wher e vas t quantitie s o f 
documents ar e involved, and case management infor -
mation system s fo r Crow n prosecutors . I n a  relate d 
area computer s ar e als o findin g thei r wa y int o th e 
court syste m fo r schedulin g an d keepin g trac k o f 
cases an d othe r administrativ e applications . 

This pape r wil l limi t it s discussio n t o th e us e o f 
computers i n relatio n t o statute s an d regulator y 
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material, togethe r wit h othe r informatio n whic h ma y 
be o f particula r interes t t o governmen t an d t o 
organizations suc h as law reform commission s whic h 
have a  responsibilit y fo r developin g o r makin g pro -
posals i n regar d t o ne w legislation . 

Drafting of  New  Legislation 
The basic process of drafting statute s and regulation s 
normally involve s a  significant amoun t o f typing , re -
typing, proofreading , re-proofreading , an d cuttin g 
and pastin g resultin g a t th e en d i n a  manuscrip t 
which i s sen t t o th e printe r wh o proceed s throug h a 
further keying , proofreading , correctin g an d re -
proofreading cycl e befor e proof s ar e finall y pro -
duced. Apar t fro m th e repetitou s natur e o f thes e 
mechanical processes , ther e i s almos t invariabl y a 
fixed perio d o f tim e withi n whic h th e overal l wor k 
including th e creativ e developmen t o f th e legislatio n 
must tak e place . Thus , th e longe r th e mechanica l 
processes th e shorte r th e tim e ther e i s lef t fo r th e 
creative work . 

About te n year s ag o th e Departmen t o f Justic e i n 
Ottawa began working with the computer t o apply its 
capabilities t o th e draftin g process . Th e firs t objec -
tive wa s t o reduc e th e amoun t o f keying , proof -
reading an d correctin g tha t wa s involved , thereb y 
reducing the amount o f tim e required fo r mechanica l 
processing. Thi s woul d the n provid e mor e tim e fo r 
creative work, reduc e some of the monotony normal -
ly involve d an d als o reduc e errors . Th e approac h 
taken was to make use of what is called a computeriz-
ed text editing system int o which th e draft legislatio n 
is type d b y th e drafter' s secretar y a s i t i s bein g 
prepared. Thi s syste m permit s th e secretar y t o stor e 
the ne w legislatio n i n th e compute r throug h a  ter -
minal locate d i n th e office , t o cal l th e materia l bac k 
on a  printe r locate d i n th e offic e o r clos e by , an d t o 
add to , delet e o r chang e an y are a o f th e materia l 
without affecting othe r areas. After al l editorial work 
is complete d a n instructio n ca n b e issue d b y th e 
secretary t o th e compute r orderin g th e compute r t o 
type-set th e materia l an d reques t th e governmen t 
printer t o prepar e proofs . 

The secon d objectiv e i n computerisin g wa s t o b e 
able to provide to the drafter othe r types of compute r 
support onc e th e bil l i s i n machin e readabl e form . 
Thus, fo r instance , th e drafte r workin g wit h a  ver y 
large bill , ma y wis h t o searc h i t t o determin e wher e 
particular expression s hav e bee n employe d o r t o re -
quest the computer to prepare and print what is refer -
red t o a s a ke y word i n context (KWIC ) inde x whic h 
will show wher e an y wor d ha s bee n use d i n th e draf t 
and th e contex t withi n whic h i t ha s bee n used . 

The drafte r ma y als o us e th e compute r t o retriev e 
information fro m existin g lega l materia l t o assis t i n 
preparing th e draft . Thus , th e drafte r ma y wis h t o 
determine where a particula r expressio n ha s been us-
ed befor e i n an y federa l statute , whethe r an d i f s o 
how a  particula r wor d ha s bee n define d an d s o on . 
The sam e researc h ma y als o b e carrie d ou t o n th e 
statutes o f othe r jurisdiction s o r a  searc h o f cas e 
reports carrie d ou t t o determin e whethe r an y cour t 
has interprete d a  particula r wor d o r phrase . 

The syste m i s stil l unde r developmen t b y Justic e 
and improvement s ar e stil l bein g mad e bu t it s valu e 
has bee n demonstrate d particularl y i n handling larg e 
pieces o f Legislation . 

Revision and  Consolidation  of  Statutes  and 
Regulations 
The Statute s o f Canad a ar e revise d ever y te n t o fif -
teen years so as to include all changes that have taken 
place since the revision. The Revised Statute s thereb y 
produced the n becom e th e authoritiv e statemen t o f 
the la w a s o f tha t time . I n th e pas t a  significan t 
amount o f tim e has bee n require d t o incorporate th e 
many change s whic h ha d take n plac e sinc e th e 
previous revisio n an d th e type-setting , proofreadin g 
and correctio n proces s involve d i n re-printin g th e 
statutes. I n 197 0 when th e las t revisio n too k plac e a 
computer dat a bas e wa s develope d fro m whic h th e 
Revised Statute s o f 197 0 wer e printe d usin g com -
puterized photocompositio n ( a proces s whereb y th e 
type-setting i s don e b y th e compute r usin g a  photo -
graphic method) . Sinc e tha t tim e al l ne w legislatio n 
has bee n prepare d o n th e compute r s o tha t whe n 
passed b y Parliamen t i t could b e used directl y t o up-
date the computer data base of Revised Statutes. As a 
result, i t wil l be possible t o accomplish th e nex t revi -
sion o f th e statute s i n relativel y shor t orde r sinc e th e 
time required fo r th e consolidation an d printin g pro -
cess wil l b e greatl y reduced . 

It i s als o customar y t o consolidat e th e federa l 
regulations a t somewha t les s frequen t intervals , th e 
most recen t consolidatio n bein g publishe d i n 197 9 
and consistin g o f 1 8 volumes an d totallin g approx -
imately 1 7 thousand pages . Thes e wer e produce d i n 
the sam e wa y a s th e Revise d Statute s 197 0 b y com -
puterized photocomposition , th e resultin g dat a bas e 
being updated a s new regulations ar e passed. As with 
the Statute s futur e consolidation s wil l benefi t fro m 
this process . 

The Governmen t als o publishe s fro m tim e t o tim e 
what ar e referre d t o a s offic e consolidation s o f 
statutes an d regulation s incorporatin g al l amend -
ments mad e u p t o th e tim e o f publication . Whil e 
these hav e n o lega l sanction , the y ar e widel y use d 
within Government and by the profession. A s a result 
of th e developmen t o f th e two data base s referre d t o 
above, suc h consolidation s ca n b e produce d muc h 
more quickl y an d easil y with corresponding cos t sav-
ings. However , thi s appear s t o hav e resulte d i n 
greater demand s fo r suc h consolidations . 

Printing of  Court  Reports 
The Report s o f th e Suprem e Cour t an d th e Federa l 
Courts o f Canad a ar e both printe d usin g a compute r 
process thereb y generatin g a  compute r dat a bas e o f 
these materials . Althoug h th e Report s o f th e Federa l 
Court (whic h wa s se t u p i n 1971 ) hav e alway s bee n 
prepared b y computer, an d thu s a complete data bas e 
exists, th e Report s o f th e Suprem e Cour t wer e no t 
printed b y a  compute r unti l 197 5 an d thu s th e bul k 
dating back ove r a  hundred years , were not included . 
It was decided however , tha t a  complete dat a bas e of 
at leas t th e headnote s o f thes e report s wa s desirabl e 
for informatio n retrieva l purpose s an d s o th e earlie r 
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materials hav e al l bee n adde d t o th e compute r dat a 
base. 

Information Retrieval 
Present compute r retrieva l system s operatin g i n th e 
legal area work o n the principle tha t information ca n 
be located i n a  data base through th e selection b y th e 
user o f word s whic h ar e likel y t o occu r i n con -
junction wit h the information bein g sought . The use r 
by mean s o f a  compute r termina l select s th e word s 
which h e considers appropriat e an d th e dat a bas e h e 
wishes t o search . H e ca n choos e individua l words , 
combinations o f word s o r phrase s an d includ e alter -
native words . Thus i f a  user wishes to locate al l cases 
in th e Dominio n La w Report s ove r th e las t twenty -
five year s where the courts hav e been asked t o vary a 
maintenance orde r because of a  change in the circum-
stances o f th e husband , th e use r woul d selec t th e 
D.L.R. dat a bas e an d the n selec t appropriat e 
seach word s suc h as MAINTENANCE— O R D E R -
CHANGE—CIRCUMSTANCES—HUSBAND an d 
ask th e computer t o locat e al l cases th e headnotes o f 
which contai n al l thes e word s an d arrang e the m i n 
order s o a s t o provid e th e mos t recen t cas e first . 

In thi s cas e th e compute r woul d respon d tha t fiv e 
headnotes containe d al l o f thes e word s an d displa y 
the mos t recen t fo r th e use r t o study . I f th e searc h 
had been made of the statutes instead o f a case repor t 
base then the full tex t of each selection o f the statute s 
containing al l words woul d hav e been shown, A t thi s 
stage o f developmen t th e user' s experienc e wit h th e 
system, hi s knowledg e o f th e subjec t area , an d hi s 
ability t o choos e appropriat e word s ar e importan t 
factors i n th e qualit y o f th e resul t h e wil l get . 

Obviously, basi c t o a  retrieva l syste m an d a  majo r 
determining facto r i n it s utilit y ar e th e dat a base s 
which i t contains o r t o which i t has access . While th e 
preparation an d printin g o f th e federa l statutes , 
regulations, Suprem e Cour t an d Federa l Cour t 
Reports ar e performe d o n a  Governmen t computer , 
information retrieva l i s don e o n a  compute r outsid e 
the Governmen t whic h i s accessible b y anyone . Thi s 
decision wa s made fo r a  number o f reason s th e mos t 
important o f whic h ar e th e Government' s wis h t o 
make it s lega l material s a s accessibl e a s possibl e an d 
its nee d t o hav e acces s t o othe r lega l materials , suc h 
as statute s o f provinces , privat e repor t series , etc . 
which ar e availabl e i n th e sam e system . 

Thus th e Departmen t o f Justic e pay s th e cos t o f 
storing th e federa l lega l material s withi n th e retriev -
ing syste m an d a  charg e fo r retrievin g informatio n 
from th e system . A t presen t thi s give s th e Depart -
ment acces s t o th e statute s o f tw o province s whic h 
are store d i n th e sam e syste m (other s wil l shortl y b e 
added) an d severa l serie s o f privately-publishe d cas e 
reports. Searches are carried out , usin g computer ter -
minals located in the Department o f Justice, either by 
lawyers themselve s o r b y a  smal l centra l researc h 
unit. User s com e fro m al l branche s o f th e Depart -
ment. 

A secon d aspec t o f th e sharin g o f informatio n 
rather tha n th e development o f separat e informatio n 
systems i s th e cos t implications , sinc e ther e ar e con -

tinuing significant cost s in the storage of informatio n 
within th e compute r an d it s updating . Ther e i s ob -
viously a  balance whic h ha s t o be struck betwee n th e 
cost o f usin g (includin g communicatin g with ) on e 
central compute r an d th e cost o f storin g informatio n 
in severa l differen t loca l ones . 

An interestin g featur e o f thi s particula r retrieva l 
service is that mos t o f it s data bases are not owned by 
the company whic h own s th e compute r an d operate s 
the retrieval servic e but ar e owned b y its users. These 
users are responsible fo r ensurin g tha t thei r ow n data 
base i s kep t u p t o date , a  proces s whic h i n man y in -
stances ca n onl y b e don e effectivel y b y them . Thus , 
for instanc e whil e i t i s a  majo r tas k fo r th e Depart -
ment o f Justice to keep the whole data base of federa l 
regulations u p t o dat e i t woul d b e virtuall y impossi -
ble fo r anyon e els e t o d o this . Th e concep t o f th e 
organization wit h th e bes t abilit y t o updat e a  dat a 
base being responsible fo r tha t data base is an impor -
tant on e an d shoul d b e carefull y considere d b y an y 
country contemplatin g a  syste m o f thi s kind . 

Educating th e professio n 
Despite th e development s i n Canad a tha t hav e bee n 
described, an d th e involvemen t o f government s an d 
government lawyers , ther e ha s bee n a  resistanc e b y 
the privat e practitione r t o becom e involve d wit h in -
formation retrieval . Certainl y extensiv e us e i s mad e 
of computers fo r accounting , time-keepin g and docu -
ment draftin g bu t here , o f course , th e benefit s ar e 
more tangible . However , a s a  resul t o f th e efforts o f 
the Canadia n La w Informatio n Counci l (CLIC ) ( a 
non-profit organizatio n whic h ha s representative s 
and receive s fundin g fro m th e federa l an d provincia l 
governments, th e la w societie s an d ba r association s 
etc.) the majority o f law schools in Canada now offe r 
courses o n computerize d lega l informatio n retrieval . 
To encourag e thi s CLI C ha s provide d thes e school s 
with compute r terminal s an d th e fund s t o permi t 
searches t o b e carrie d out . I n it s firs t yea r o f opera -
tion approximatel y tw o thousan d student s too k th e 
course an d i t i s expecte d tha t a  large r numbe r wil l 
take par t i n th e curren t year . Whe n a  grou p o f thi s 
size, familia r wit h th e retrieva l syste m an d knowl -
edgeable a s t o it s capability , begin s t o practic e la w 
this wil l surely hav e a  significan t impac t o n th e pro -
fession's response . 

A Commonwealt h Lega l Dat a Ban k 

General 
Given th e development s i n technolog y an d com -
munications whic h hav e already bee n described , an d 
the generally accepted benefit s whic h can be achieved 
by learning fro m th e mistakes o r successe s o f others , 
it i s no t unrealisti c t o conside r th e possibilit y o f 
developing a  centralize d ban k o f commonwealt h 
legal material s o r alternativel y a  networ k o f com -
puters interconnecte d i n such a  way that informatio n 
could readil y b e exchanged . Th e factor s whic h hav e 
to b e considere d i n choosin g an y particula r optio n 
have already bee n discusse d unde r th e heading of In -
formation Retrieva l bu t th e basi c equatio n involve s 
communications cost s fo r remot e acces s o n th e on e 
hand, an d storag e and operation s cost s fo r a  local o r 
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in-house compute r o n th e other . Th e resul t coul d b e 
in som e case s th e us e o f in-hous e equipment , i n 
others th e us e o f remot e terminal s connecte d t o 
someone else' s computer . Thi s i n itself doe s no t pre -
sent a  proble m provide d tha t adequat e plannin g 
takes place. Thus a country may decide to store its in-
formation i n a computer syste m such as the one used 
by th e Canadia n Government , an d eithe r carr y ou t 
searches itsel f usin g remot e terminal s (provide d th e 
communications cos t ca n b e justified ) o r alter -
natively request the host country t o perform searche s 
for i t an d provid e th e result s b y mai l i n printou t 
form. 

One thin g tha t i s highl y desirabl e i s tha t wher e a 
network o f computer s i s involve d employin g mor e 
than on e retrieva l system th e user shoul d no t hav e t o 
learn a  whol e ne w se t o f procedure s eac h tim e h e 
wishes to have access to a data base which happens t o 
be stored i n a  differen t computer . Thi s proble m ca n 
be resolve d withi n curren t technolog y provide d i t i s 
planned fo r a t th e outset . 

Law Reform  Materials 
Over the past decade there has been a very significan t 
increase in the amount o f research taking place in the 
area o f la w refor m togethe r wit h a  proliferatio n o f 
commissions whos e tas k i s t o investigat e an d mak e 
recommendations i n this area. At the same time there 
has bee n a  staggerin g increas e i n th e amoun t o f 
information bein g produce d an d publishe d o n th e 
subject. However , i f the results of such labours are to 
be use d i n th e mos t efficien t an d effectiv e way , i t i s 
essential tha t the y b e readil y availabl e no t onl y t o 
people in the jurisdiction i n which the y are produce d 
but als o to anyone who has an interest i n the subject . 

Clearly, i t i s mos t unfortunat e t o sa y th e leas t i f 
research whic h i s being carrie d ou t by , fo r example , 
one Commonwealt h countr y i s repeate d ove r an d 
over agai n b y agencie s i n othe r Commonwealt h 
countries simpl y becaus e the y ar e unawar e tha t th e 
work i s being done . Eve n i f th e fina l conclusion s o f 
the researc h ar e no t applicabl e fo r cultura l o r othe r 
reasons, workin g paper s an d th e reason s fo r suc h 
conclusions woul d certainl y b e invaluable . 

At th e present tim e ther e i s no centra l reservoi r o f 
information o n whic h a  countr y ca n dra w t o deter -
mine wha t i s bein g don e o r ha s recentl y bee n com -
pleted anywher e i n th e Commonwealth . Clearly , i n 
the long-ter m thi s materia l coul d for m par t o f th e 
kind o f integrate d informatio n networ k describe d 
above bu t i n th e short-ter m othe r solution s migh t b e 
possible. 

A relativel y simpl e and inexpensiv e solution migh t 
be fo r eac h Commonwealt h countr y t o prepar e a t 
regular interval s a  shor t descriptio n o f la w refor m 
activities recentl y completed , currentl y unde r wa y o r 
planned fo r th e future . Thi s coul d b e store d i n a 
computer whic h wa s alread y bein g use d fo r lega l 
information retrieval . I t could be accessed directly by 
a countr y b y mean s o f a  compute r termina l i n tha t 
country or by writing or telephoning to a government 
or agenc y whic h ha d acces s t o th e compute r t o 

request tha t a  particula r searc h b e carrie d ou t an d 
results telephone d o r mailed . Th e informatio n coul d 
be update d a t regula r interva l o n th e basi s o f 
instructions receive d fro m eac h o f th e organization s 
involved. 

When a  use r discovere d tha t anothe r jurisdictio n 
had writte n a  repor t o r carrie d ou t a  stud y o n a 
subject whic h wa s o f interes t t o hi m h e coul d the n 
write t o tha t jurisdictio n an d reques t tha t th e 
appropriate materia l b e forwarde d t o him . Alter -
natively, al l suc h material s coul d b e supplied fro m a 
central sourc e althoug h th e administratio n o f thi s 
would b e mor e difficult . 

Elements to  be  Determined  for  Law  Reform  Bank 
Before i t is possible to embark upo n a  project o f thi s 
kind i t woul d b e necessar y t o addres s th e followin g 
issues: 

1. Wha t typ e of information shoul d b e included in 
the bank ? Shoul d i t b e al l material s whethe r pub -
lished or not—ful l tex t or abstracts—etc.? I f abstrac t 
who woul d prepar e them ? 

2. Wh o would be responsible for th e conversion of 
the data into machine-readable for m bot h i n terms of 
the cos t an d th e work ? 

3. Ho w frequentl y woul d the bank b e updated an d 
who woul d pa y th e cos t o f suc h updating ? 

4. Wh o woul d pa y th e storag e cos t o f suc h infor -
mation (whic h woul d o f cours e increas e i n propor -
tion t o th e volum e o f materia l stored) ? 

5. Woul d th e hos t governmen t o r agenc y b e 
prepared t o fin d resource s necessar y t o ensur e tha t 
the whol e operatio n move d forwar d satisfactorily , 
possibly underwrit e certai n compute r softwar e cost s 
which migh t b e involved , an d provid e th e necessar y 
resources t o suppor t th e ongoin g retrieva l process ? 

6. Ho w woul d th e cos t o f searche s includin g suc h 
things a s personne l cost s o f th e hos t governmen t b e 
met? 

7. Ho w rapidly would responses to search request s 
have t o provided ? 

Finally, i t should be understood tha t the type of in-
formation tha t ca n b e supplied wil l relat e directl y t o 
the qualit y o f th e informatio n whic h i s include d i n 
the system . Th e adag e ''garbag e i n garbag e out " i s 
particularly applicabl e here . 

Conclusion 
There i s no doub t whatsoeve r tha t th e computer wil l 
play an increasin g role in every aspect o f our lives . In 
an area such as the law, where so much dependance is 
placed upo n th e writte n wor d an d record s o f wha t 
has take n plac e i n th e past , th e impac t o f th e com -
puter i s certai n t o b e profound . La w minister s ma y 
therefore wis h t o conside r whethe r Commonwealt h 
countries shoul d wor k togethe r t o pla n a  system tha t 
could provide optimum benefit s t o all in the enhance-
ment o f ou r lega l system s throug h th e us e o f com -
puter technology . 
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