
ONE WORLD TO SHARE 

The 'One People' Oration 
Westminster Abbey, London 

5 July 1988 

239 



t is humbling t o deliver thi s year's 'On e People ' Oration . I t 
is awesome to do so in this great abbey church o f Westminster , 
this sacred place which has been the scene of so much which has 
passed into history. Sir Christopher Wren, the architect of another 
of London's great churches, St. Paul's Cathedral, and the restorer 
of this , onc e sai d tha t 'architectur e ha s it s politica l use ; publi c 
buildings being the ornament of a country; it establishes a nation, 
draws peopl e an d commerce ; make s peopl e lov e thei r nativ e 
country ....'. 1 That certainly is true of Westminster Abbey, as it is 
true of St. Paul's. But Wren knew that architecture has more than 
a political use, and in many of its finest example s the inspiratio n 
and th e purpos e is , of course , religious . 

This building, an d what goe s on i n it , stands for the human , 
moral values by which peopl e a t their bes t live , and whic h ar e 
unfortunately no t always to be found i n commerce and politics ; 
and i t stands for more than this . It stands for something beyon d 
the obvious and the everyday; for the religious values from which 
morality normall y derives ; value s whic h transcen d an d unify , 
bringing people together in love and fellowship and understand-
ing. I t stands fo r faith—th e fait h whic h buil t it , the fait h whic h 
sustains it , an d whic h no w mus t sustai n th e effor t t o buil d th e 
shared and safer future for all, of which our world so badly needs 
assurance. That faith is , indeed, i n the title of the hymn we shal l 
sing later , th e 'Hop e o f the World' . 

On one particular occasion each year, the Abbey becomes the 
focus o f tha t hop e i n a  rathe r specia l way : th e multifait h 
Observance on Commonwealth Day . On the second Monday in 
March eac h year , religiou s leader s fro m th e majo r faith s i n th e 
Commonwealth, whic h ar e mos t o f th e grea t religion s o f th e 
world, say prayers in their own languages and there are readings 
in Englis h fro m th e differen t sacre d texts . Th e flags  o f th e 4 8 
Commonwealth membe r countries , fro m al l o f th e world' s 
continents and oceans, are carried in procession in the presenc e 
of Her Majesty the Queen, the Head of the Commonwealth, wh o 
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is herself such a powerful focus of unity. It is a moment of solemn 
reaffirmation i n the lif e o f the Commonwealth—on e enhance d 
by being spent i n the sanctity of the Abbey; and I  acknowledge 
our gratitud e t o the Dea n an d Chapter . 

This Abbe y is , therefore , t o me , a  ver y natura l settin g fo r 
reflection on the reality that we are, from all corners of the world, 
one people: i n the words of today's hymn, from the 'Hills of the 
North, Isle s of the Souther n Seas , Lands of the Eas t and Shore s 
of the Utmos t West'. 2 

In th e past , religio n ha s bee n a  sourc e o f differenc e an d 
division as well as of unity. There are parts of the world, indee d 
of these Islands , where tha t i s stil l so today. Bu t tha t i s not th e 
spirit of this place nor, I  believe, of the most creative tendencie s 
of our times. At the religious level, the ecumenical response i s a 
timely one t o humankind' s deepes t needs , fo r communication , 
for understanding and for sharing. As a non-theologian I must not 
advance too boldly in this area; but I  do no t need t o hesitate i n 
asserting (in the language of the recent Report of the Independ -
ent Commissio n o n Internationa l Humanitaria n Issues ) tha t th e 
holy texts of many religions, as well as legal traditions, philoso-
phies, and customary practices 'abound in moral injunctions tha t 
imply an ethic of human solidarity':3 tha t 'for centuries, the great 
religious text s hav e taugh t th e essentia l onenes s o f th e huma n 
race.'4 This Abbey bear s prou d witnes s t o that teaching . 

I speak to you in the conviction that we are one people world-
wide; tha t interdependenc e i s n o empt y concep t bu t a  livin g 
reality; that sharing suits the whole world's purposes better than 
selfishness; that, in Mahatma Gandhi's words, 'there is enough in 
the world fo r ever y man's need bu t no t enoug h fo r hi s greed'. 5 

Yet, I  would b e guilt y of thoughtless optimis m i f I did no t als o 
lay out before you some of the threats and challenges which must 
be overcome before w e ca n fully respon d t o being one peopl e 
in one world—an d som e o f the specia l problem s whic h close r 
interdependence brings . 

I mentioned th e Commissio n o n Humanitaria n Issues . Tha t 
Commission i s one o f five internationa l Commission s tha t hav e 
worked throughout the eighties, and on all of which I have been 
privileged t o serve : a  tribute , I  like to think , t o ou r Common -
wealth. The most recent, still just beginning its work, is the South 
Commission chaire d b y a  Commonwealt h elde r statesman , 
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former Presiden t Nyerer e o f Tanzania . Th e other s wer e th e 
'Brandt' Commissio n o n Internationa l Developmen t Issues , th e 
'Palme' Commission on Disarmament and Security Issues and the 
'Brundtland' Commissio n o n Environmen t an d Development . 
Each was an effort—through membershi p acros s the world—t o 
find a  ne w visio n an d a  ne w wa y i n a n are a crucia l t o huma n 
survival. Each has functioned, independentl y of governments, as 
a kin d o f internationa l 'think-tank ' no t burdene d b y orthodox y 
and short term national interest. Together, both in their existence 
and in their work, they have authenticated the reality that we are 
all 'one people' ; that al l we hav e i s one world; and tha t there i s 
a grea t nee d t o car e an d shar e i t better tha n w e hav e done . 

The Brandt Report, North-South: A  Programme for  Survival, 6 

issued i n 1980 , ha d urge d th e worl d t o ceas e t o se e itsel f an d 
organise itsel f i n adversaria l way s a s s o man y opposin g force s 
competing for primacy; but, more and more, as a community of 
states mutually dependent, with jointly shared rights and obliga -
tions and a  common commitmen t t o co-operation fo r th e goo d 
of all. It was a message better received by the world's people than 
the world's governments; but i t is a message tha t remains alive . 
Indeed, now , i n the lat e 1980s , though government s migh t no t 
admit it , a  ne w functiona l acknowledgemen t o f th e nee d fo r 
closer internationa l co-operatio n i n man y area s o f globa l eco -
nomic affair s reflect s somethin g o f th e spiri t an d th e idea s o f 
Brandt. 

But the Brandt Report was about more than international co-
operation between som e parts of the world some of the time. It 
was als o about th e goal , the ambition , o f meeting th e needs o f 
all the world's people through ne w ways of sharing the bount y 
of our planet. And here it is necessary to acknowledge and regret 
how littl e ha s bee n achieved . Jus t ove r a  wee k ag o Professo r 
Hans Singe r o f th e Institut e o f Developmen t Studie s a t Susse x 
University pointed ou t in a timely way the contrast between th e 
Toronto Communiqu é o f th e majo r industrialise d countries , 
which characterised the 1980s as 'the longest period of economic 
growth i n post-wa r history', 7 an d th e recen t repor t o f th e U N 
World Food Council , which highlighted declining food produc -
tion i n al l developing region s i n 1987 , a  ris e i n th e numbe r o f 
hungry people , mor e childre n suffering  fro m malnutritio n tha n 
a decade ago—with ove r 1 4 million under the age of five dyin g 
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needlessly fro m malnutritio n an d diseas e ever y year. 8 S o grea t 
remains th e ga p betwee n perceptio n an d reality . Th e unme t 
challenge o f mas s povert y an d starvatio n i n ou r on e world , 
among ou r one people , shoul d surel y be a  matter for universa l 
reproach. It cannot be a time for complacency; still less for smug 
satisfaction. 

But globa l realitie s mus t i n th e en d chang e ou r narro w 
national perceptions. Already it is becoming clear that the world's 
major problem s mus t b e confronte d i n holisti c rathe r tha n i n 
narrow national terms. Few of those problems on our agenda of 
anxiety fit neatly within national frontiers. They arise within an d 
between bot h develope d an d developin g countries . 

In industria l countries , fo r example , hazard s lik e pollutio n 
from chemica l an d industria l plant s use d t o b e perceive d 
essentially i n loca l terms : smo g i n Londo n an d Detroi t an d 
Hamburg. Today , w e kno w tha t aci d rain , rai n tha t sometime s 
has th e acidi c conten t o f lemo n juice , fall s thousand s o f mile s 
away fro m th e smokin g chimney s tha t contribut e t o it . Nort h 
American pollutio n destroy s th e forest s o f northern Europe . 

But forests are being destroyed in other ways as well, and with 
other consequences . I n my part o f the world, Belize used to b e 
a great producer of mahogany; but there are few mahogany trees 
left. Belizea n mahogany , som e o f th e fines t i n the world , i s al l 
over the world in furniture an d panelling , produced b y some of 
the fines t craftsme n o f Europe . Bu t thos e wh o exploite d th e 
forests di d not plant new trees. They moved on to other forests . 
We though t o f i t as a  terrible plunde r o f Belize—bu t onl y a s a 
local tragedy . Today , w e kno w better . W e kno w that , a s th e 
world lose s its forest cove r with the cutting down, for example , 
of the great forests of Indonesia and of Brazil, we are tamperin g 
with th e limit s of ou r ecologica l balance . 

Within fifty year s al l this, added to fossil fue l burning , coul d 
produce a n increas e i n th e planet' s averag e temperatures ; th e 
'greenhouse' warming o f the planet. 9 This could lead i n turn t o 
a rise in the sea-level large enough t o inundate many low-lyin g 
coastal citie s an d rive r delta s al l ove r th e world , an d t o upse t 
dramatically nationa l an d internationa l agricultura l productio n 
and trade systems. And this is to say nothing o f what deforesta -
tion will cause in terms of the loss of plant resources which w e 
require fo r futur e agricultura l an d medica l progress . I t i s n o 
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longer a  problem fo r Brazi l o r Indonesi a alone . I t is a proble m 
for al l the world. 10 

Similarly all countries, not just the super powers, have a vital 
stake in ending the risk posed by nuclear weapons to the whole 
world. Growin g u p i n th e Wes t Indie s fift y year s ago , i t wa s 
tempting to surmise that if Europeans chose to blow themselve s 
up in 'tribal ' wars, it was essentially their affair—sad, tragic , but 
their affair . Tha t was , eve n then , a  superficia l reaction ; but , t o 
some degree , i t was harmless . Today , w e dar e no t indulg e i n 
superficialities o f that kind. We know that war in Europe woul d 
probably involve a nuclear exchange, and we know that nuclear 
war will involve us all. The 'nuclear winter'11 it brings on will not 
stop a t the Equator , i t will be a  winter tha t envelops th e world , 
one tha t shut s ou t eve n th e Caribbea n sun . 

What al l this means i s that we shoul d have learned, throug h 
our propensit y fo r destructio n an d exploitatio n an d wast e an d 
general wantonness, that there are no places far away ' in which 
these irresponsibilitie s ca n b e indulge d withou t hurtin g our -
selves; tha t ther e ar e som e irresponsibilitie s tha t w e canno t 
indulge even a t home without hurting others; to say nothing, of 
course, o f obscenitie s lik e nuclea r testin g o r th e dumpin g o f 
nuclear waste i n other people' s region s precisel y because the y 
are perceived t o be fa r enoug h awa y from home. 12 

But have we learned those lessons? Fo r the first time twenty 
years ago, our human species saw our planet in outer space fro m 
outside itself. Earth-rise was a sobering experience. It confirme d 
not just that the world i s round, but that i t is whole; that there is 
no Nort h o r South , n o Eas t o r West ; on e earth , smal l an d 
indivisible. It is a glimpse of human reality we badly needed, and 
need no w t o hol d i n focus . A s ma n stoo d o n th e moo n an d 
looked at earth, what he saw was oneness; one planet earth, no t 
the separate worlds we strive so hard to sustain. How petty fro m 
that vantage point are the divisions of race and tribe, of creed and 
country, whic h remai n centra l feature s o f th e 'civilisation ' w e 
boast o f i n our vanity . 

It is through these new eyes, with these new perceptions, that 
we must see the world. It might help us to do so to reflect on how 
others might fairly se e us. Just think if , on e day , we di d receiv e 
on thi s plane t visitor s fro m oute r space , wh o studie d u s a s w e 
have in mind studyin g them i n our travels in outer space . Ho w 
would the y repor t o n us ? Might they say , fo r example : 
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Earth i s a  strang e plane t o f grea t natura l beaut y an d 
wondrous human accomplishment, but amazingly inef-
ficient and insensitive in managing its global affairs; an d 
full o f strang e contradictions . 

The humans who live on it have divided themselves 
into little groups they call 'states' and each one struggles 
for it s ow n prosperit y eve n a t th e expens e o f others . 
Today, all are theoretically free and equal, but that is not 
so i n practice . The inequalitie s ar e startling . 

A fe w humans , les s tha n a  quarter , enjo y grea t 
material prosperit y whic h the y measur e i n term s o f 
money—between $6,00 0 an d $16,00 0 a  yea r fo r eac h 
person. Th e remainin g three-quarter s exis t i n varyin g 
degrees o f wretchednes s wit h abou t $60 0 a  yea r pe r 
person, bu t som e with a s little as $150. 13 

In som e groups , ou t o f ever y hundre d childre n 
born, only one or two will die before the age of one; but 
for other s th e figure wil l be a s high a s fifteen. 14 

In the poores t groups most people ca n afford onl y 
one meal a day, their life expectancy is below fifty years, 
and only one in three is literate. In the richer ones, most 
families have a car, many luxuries and three meals a day; 
life expectanc y i s ove r seventy-fiv e year s an d literac y 
almost 10 0 per cent . 

The population o f this planet is growing at such a n 
explosive rat e tha t i t wil l doubl e withi n thirt y years. 15 

Most of the increase will occur within the poorest groups 
who, i n the absenc e o f socia l securit y of any kind , se e 
children as their only protection against the insecurity of 
old age ; bu t th e plane t a s a  whol e doe s no t see m t o 
understand this link between poverty and population or 
its implications fo r th e future o f al l groups . 

Most contradictory o f all , is the fact tha t only som e 
$40 billion i s spent eac h yea r on what the y cal l 'aid ' t o 
narrow these great differences i n the condition of life on 
the planet.16 Yet, some $1,00 0 billion is spent annually , 
mainly b y th e group s regarde d a s mos t advanced , o n 
arms designe d t o b e use d agains t eac h other. 17 The y 
have weapons of such high destructive power aimed at 
each other that if firing ever starts it will eliminate all life 
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on th e planet . 
Earth is a dangerous enigma. It is advanced in some 

ways; yet primitive in others. It espouses compassion as 
a virtue ; ye t i s dominated b y greed . I t is  beginning t o 
understand it s oneness; yet has not overcome it s habits 
of separateness. This combination of genius and perver-
sity may yet caus e i t to self-destruct ? 

Could we , i n al l conscience , questio n th e fairnes s o f suc h a 
report? 

But we can' t jus t sto p there ; we surel y mus t as k wha t suc h 
dispassionate judgements mean for the way we have develope d 
as a  communit y o f nations . W e hav e t o as k thes e question s 
ourselves, about ourselves; and we have to begin to understan d 
our human reality and the need for change responsive to it . We 
must com e t o accept , i n our heart s no les s than ou r minds , ou r 
condition a s a  huma n family ; ou r oneness ; ou r inseparabl e 
humanity. We mus t begi n to acknowledg e wha t ou r unspoke n 
judgements tel l us, namely, tha t the national sovereignty whic h 
we priz e so much ma y now b e producin g diminishin g returns ; 
that the adversary syste m of relations between state s which w e 
superimposed on it , or which it imposed on us, is becoming no t 
just outdated bu t far , fa r to o dangerous . 

What holds us back fro m thes e acknowledgements? I n par t 
at least it is that the curse of separateness or 'otherness' still afflicts 
our humankin d despit e al l th e force s drawin g u s together . B y 
'otherness' I  mea n th e distortio n o f visio n whic h make s on e 
person see another as crucially different, ignorin g the fundamen -
tal similarities , emphasisin g th e difference s t o th e poin t wher e 
the other is perceived as alien, unequal, even in the last resort less 
than human , t o be exclude d fro m wha t William Wilberforce s o 
well describe d ove r a  centur y an d a  hal f ag o a s 'tha t equitabl e 
consideration and that fellow-feeling whic h are due from man to 
man'.18 

The consequence s ca n b e disastrousl y far-reaching . On e o f 
the worst was institutionalised slavery . All forms of enslavement 
of on e huma n bein g b y anothe r begi n i n th e mind , i n th e 
perverted judgement that those enslaved are not fellow members 
of th e huma n race . Fo r slaver y t o b e formulate d b y la w an d 
institutionalised into a system, a measure of dehumanisation was 
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essential—often gross , sometime s subtle . Slaver y reste d o n a n 
assumption o f superiorit y b y the enslaver , an d i t i s 'th e other' , 
perceived consciousl y a s different an d inherentl y inferior , wh o 
is enslaved. T o the Romans , al l those outsid e th e Empir e wer e 
barbarians. That, consciously or unconsciously, was the convic-
tion o f th e now-ende d Ag e o f Empires , whic h se t ou t wit h 
unwarranted arrogance to bring the virtues of 'civilisation' to 'the 
lesser breeds withou t th e Law'. 19 

Sometimes, the basi s of 'otherness ' ha s been religion . Euro -
pean Christian s were fo r centurie s enslave d a s 'infidels ' b y th e 
Islamic Turk s an d Moors ; capture d Muslim s wer e mad e th e 
galley-slaves o f th e Christia n West . Religiou s difference s an d 
sectarianism promot e doctrine s o f othernes s eve n i n ou r ow n 
time. What i s i t but 'otherness ' tha t compel s th e fello w Islami c 
nations of Iran and Iraq to remain locked in their unyielding war 
of attrition, leaving on both sides countless 'martyrs ' who ar e in 
fact victims ? 

And i s i t not als o the persistenc e o f doctrine s o f 'otherness ' 
which prevent s th e peopl e o f Irelan d fro m endin g a  politica l 
conflict dramatise d b y religiou s difference s bu t derivin g fro m 
centuries o f 'colonisation ? Ironically , i n Ireland , th e las t tw o 
decades, i n whic h a  rea l effor t ha s bee n mad e t o respon d t o 
ancient grievances , hav e see n a  counte r upsurg e o f sickening , 
barbaric violence—yet one met increasingly by the most amazing 
compassion, a s in the case of the courage, faith and forgivenes s 
of the fathe r o f th e nurs e kille d i n the Eniskelle n bombin g las t 
year. An d jus t las t week, th e Protestan t an d Catholi c schoolfri -
ends of a girl badly wounded in the bombing of a school bus said 
that th e attac k brough t the m close r together ; an d the y urge d a 
change o f hear t fro m thei r elders . Surely al l this shows tha t th e 
time fo r 'otherness ' i n Irelan d ha s passed ; tha t i t i s tim e fo r 
forgiveness to prevail over the dogma of difference; for impulses 
of understandin g t o reach acros s th e border s o f th e mind. 20 

'Otherness' ha s man y accomplices . Extrem e nationalis m i s 
one: th e division of the world into 'we' and 'they' ; 'our side' and 
'the others'; a ritualistic patriotism which displaces dispassionat e 
judgement and deepens division. In the end, of course, it drives 
out internationalism , an d w e ente r th e dange r zon e whic h 
threatens to turn our global village into a global jungle. For over 
a yea r no w internationalist s hav e bee n warnin g o f the nee d t o 
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secure freedom o f passage in the Gulf for the ships of all nations 
through a  nava l presenc e whic h flies  th e flag  o f th e Unite d 
Nations. But instincts of nationalism have prevailed instead, an d 
we ar e toda y i n tha t dange r zone . Ye t som e response s t o th e 
terrible loss of life on Sunday21 are still being conditioned by who 
the victims are and who it is that made them victims. How deeply 
worrying that our human solidarity should prove to be so fragil e 
and th e instinc t t o respond eve n t o massive huma n traged y o n 
the basi s o f 'otherness ' s o persisten t a  malaise . 

But othernes s ca n deepe n division s eve n withi n nations . 
Feudal society had its serfs and bondsmen. The West Indian and 
American plantation s were worked i n thei r earlies t decade s b y 
indentured poo r white s o r whit e criminals . Th e rulin g group s 
within some African tribe s actually sold their own serf s into the 
plantation slave trade, together with captives from 'other ' tribes, 
the spoil s o f war . 

And what i s i t but tha t sam e ban e o f 'otherness ' tha t make s 
terrorism in all its horrible forms possible? Whethe r as practiced 
by the state, as in South Africa, o r by misguided zealot s in many 
a trouble d regio n o f ou r world , terroris m ha s it s root s i n 
alienation. Both its ends and its means repudiate our oneness and 
therefore ou r humanity . An d ho w ca n I  spea k i n thi s Abbe y 
without callin g fo r th e freedo m o f al l thos e hel d hostage — 
innocent persons of many nationalities? I f I think rather specially 
of Terry Waite it is naturally because of his special role on behalf 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, as a friend of all humanity who, 
interceding o n behal f o f me n hel d captive , wa s t o becom e a 
captive himself. His release, and that of others held hostage, can 
only open the doors of human reconciliation, a process in which 
all people , al l nations , al l sects , al l groups , hav e a n ultimat e 
interest. And the scourge of terrorism reaches beyond people t o 
entire nations , lik e th e Lebano n itsel f tor n apar t b y relentles s 
conflict. I t is a scourge we must remove from our human society ; 
but perhap s w e onl y wil l whe n w e succeed—al l o f us—i n 
changing th e way we se e ourselve s an d eac h other . 

The histor y o f ou r ow n centur y afford s th e mos t complet e 
example o f 'otherness ' a s a  reaso n fo r enslavement . Naz i 
Germany use d pseudo-scientifi c theorie s base d o n perverte d 
Darwinism t o justif y th e persecutio n an d enslavemen t o f th e 
Jews. Tha t bring s u s dangerousl y clos e t o th e present ; clos e 
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enough t o pu t u s on notic e fo r ou r ow n time . 
Despite al l our huma n progress , unles s w e lif t thi s curse o f 

'otherness' from ou r civilisatio n we ca n neve r fulfi l ou r huma n 
potential as 'one people' and may well destroy ourselves. It is so 
vile a curse on our humanity that mere whispered disapproval of 
its excesse s come s clos e t o acquiescence . Recently , whe n 
Archbishop Trevor Huddleston was asked on his 75th birthday , 
after a  life-time of standing tall against apartheid, about attitude s 
to Sout h Africa , h e sai d tha t wha t trouble d hi m mos t wa s th e 
absence of anger: give n the enormity of the crime that apartheid 
is, mere sadnes s coul d no t suffic e a s a  human response. 22 That 
really is the hear t o f the matter : tha t our humankind, i n a kin d 
of complicity with 'otherness' , finds i t possible to be toleran t o f 
even massiv e wrong s committe d i n th e nam e o f 'otherness' , 
when the victim is perceived as someone else—the other. Yet the 
lessons of history are so clear that each and every one of us is in 
time a  victim of such wrongs. Remember , a s Lord Elwyn Jones 
urged i n hi s Oratio n thre e year s ago , th e anguis h o f Pasto r 
Niemoeller, eventuall y himsel f a  victi m o f th e Nazis : h e ha d 
failed to speak out when they came for the Jews, when they came 
for th e communists , when the y cam e the n fo r th e trade union -
ists—because h e was no t on e o f them; bu t the n the y cam e fo r 
him—and ther e wa s n o on e lef t t o speak ou t fo r him. 23 

Over a century and a half ago when Wilberforce and the Anti-
Slavery Movemen t crusade d agains t tha t mos t abhorren t o f 
inhumanities, they did not lack for anger. The 'Evangelical Saints' 
of the Clapham Sec t did not whisper thei r revulsion o r concea l 
their passion . They attacke d th e 'otherness ' o f slavery roo t an d 
branch: Wilberforc e himself , Thoma s Buxto n wh o succeede d 
him, Zachar y Macauley , James Stephen , Thoma s Clarkso n an d 
the many others in whose name Wilberforce spoke in Parliament. 
'Am I not a man and a brother' became their cry on behalf of those 
held i n bondage i n the nam e o f 'otherness'. 24 

Their passio n an d thei r ange r agains t slaver y kep t a  candl e 
burning fo r humanity . B y thei r refusa l t o acquiesc e an d thei r 
eventual victory, they helped to soften th e judgement o f history 
on th e generatio n tha t permitted slavery . Revile d a s he was b y 
the establishment for most of his life, Wilberforce, a t the end, o n 
a motio n b y bot h House s o f Parliamen t wa s burie d her e i n 
Westminster Abbey. Why then do we have to argue—as i t were 
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all over again—th e nee d fo r passio n an d ange r agains t huma n 
bondage? Wh y is apartheid for al l too many people a  matter fo r 
whispered disapprova l an d for accommodation o f innumerabl e 
kinds i n almos t al l field s o f endeavour : economic , social , 
military, and even political? I s not the black South African ' a man 
and a brother' too, a woman and a mother, a child like any other 
child? Wha t wil l soften th e judgement o f history agains t u s fo r 
allowing apartheid to stain the pages of 20th century civilisation? 

When President Reagan spoke at the Mansion House recently 
of 'a new era in history', he concluded with the call: le t us seek 
to stand for freedom, to speak for humanity'.25 That surely is a call 
all governments must heed; and since freedom i s nowhere mor e 
in chain s o r humanit y nowher e mor e degrade d o n ou r plane t 
than in South Africa, ending apartheid must surely be the primary 
challenge an d th e firs t tes t o f ou r resolve . 

But t o stan d fo r freedo m i n Sout h Afric a an d t o spea k fo r 
humanity agains t aparthei d require s mor e tha n tha t whispere d 
disapproval o f which I  spoke. I t requires passion and steadfast -
ness i n disallowin g aparthei d a s a  blo t o n ou r humanity . I t 
requires sacrifice an d courage in compelling Pretoria—by sanc -
tions a s wel l a s othe r mean s o f pressure—t o en d apartheid . I t 
requires a stand with all those in South Africa who truly stand for 
freedom an d speak for humanity like the South African Counci l 
of Churche s an d churc h leader s lik e Archbisho p Tutu , whos e 
personal freedo m i s no w i n jeopardy . W e canno t stan d fo r 
freedom o r spea k fo r humanit y anywher e wit h convictio n an d 
credibility, unles s we d o s o i n relation t o Sout h Africa itself . 

Let me end, by returning to those International Commission s 
with which I  began. What their collective experience confirme d 
for me—thei r collectiv e searc h fo r huma n response s t o man y 
problems—is th e interconnectednes s o f th e issue s wit h whic h 
they wer e concerned . Development , security , environment , 
humanitarian issues—canno t b e isolate d fro m eac h other ; pov -
erty, population , refugees , debt , stree t children , nuclea r war , 
famine, vanishing forests, encroaching deserts, climate change— 
are not so many separate crises as elements of one human crisis. 
Our human respons e mus t have a  unifying dimension . I t is that 
dimension with which I  end, but which in a sense I place in the 
forefront o f these reflections o n ou r world o f 'one people' : th e 
dimension o f ethics . 
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That dimension wa s presen t i n the work o f al l the Commis -
sions: whe n Brand t said , fo r example , "w e ar e lookin g fo r a 
world base d les s o n powe r an d status , mor e o n justic e an d 
contract, les s discretionary , mor e governe d b y fai r an d ope n 
rules";26 i t was there . Whe n Palm e said , "internationa l securit y 
must rest on a commitment to joint survival rather than on a threat 
of mutual destruction"; 27 i t was there. When Brundtlan d looke d 
to a common future through "development that meets the need s 
of th e presen t withou t compromisin g th e abilit y o f futur e 
generations to meet their own needs";28 it was there, too. Beside 
the economi c strategie s fo r overcomin g poverty ; besid e th e 
complex programme s fo r disarmament ; besid e th e technica l 
prescriptions fo r preservin g a  sustainable environment ; beside , 
if you like , th e scienc e o f survival , ther e mus t b e th e ethic s o f 
human solidarity . 

What doe s i t profit th e human rac e if , unconstraine d b y th e 
ethics o f survival , it s geniu s lead s i t t o self-destruction ? Ho w 
content can we be to live by the politics of power if at its apogee 
it condemns us all to death? Ho w proud can we be of our science 
if at the pinnacle o f it s achievement i t threatens no t to save bu t 
to sacrifice us ? W.H . Auden gave the answer to such question s 
when h e wrote, as if on behal f o f an entire generation yearnin g 
for survival : 'W e must lov e on e anothe r o r die'. 29 

It is that same understanding—more intuitive , it is true, than 
spiritual—that has led millions of ordinary people the world over 
to call for the ascendency of 'peace and love'; to demand, in the 
words o f John Lennon' s song , tha t we "giv e peace a  chance". 30 

In our threatened world there is in the human spirit an irresistible 
urge t o elevat e th e mora l imperativ e t o a  plac e o f primac y i n 
global affairs . An d tha t urg e i s manifest everywher e i n people ; 
especially, youn g people . When th e Repor t o f the Commissio n 
on Environmen t an d Developmen t wa s launched i n London i n 
1987 on e o f th e youn g peopl e invite d t o receiv e i t fro m Mrs . 
Brundtland, Jenny Damayant i o f Indonesia , mad e thi s movin g 
plea: 

Please, Presidents, Prime Ministers, and Generals, listen 
to the poor, to the voice of the hungry people who ar e 
forced t o destro y th e environment . Liste n t o th e silen t 
death o f dyin g forests , lakes , rivers , an d th e seas , th e 
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dying soil of the earth, poisoned and trampled by human 
greed, poverty and inequality. We, the young, hear them 
loud an d clear! 31 

Other young people are helping us to fill out that vision of one 
people i n on e world . Th e Counci l o f Europe' s curren t 'Publi c 
Campaign o n North-Sout h Interdependenc e an d Solidarity ' ha s 
as its theme: 'On e World is enough for all of us'—from th e song 
by Sting and Ziggy Marley. Another generation is understanding 
better tha n w e di d tha t th e worl d i s mor e tha n a  totalit y o f 
sovereign state s an d separat e people ; tha t ther e i s a  huma n 
society; on e globa l people . 

Nor i s the ethica l choic e a  sof t option . Ther e i s no moralit y 
without some passion; there are no ethics without some emotion; 
there is no credo that does not call for consistent action. What is 
involved is much more than a new philosophy, a new intellectual 
fashion. Ho w can I put i t better than Dylan Thomas did, writing 
of individua l death ? Ho w muc h mor e pertinen t hi s insistenc e 
when w e ponde r ou r commo n future ? 

Do no t g o gentl e int o tha t goo d night , 
Old ag e shoul d bur n an d rav e a t close o f day ; 
Rage, rage agains t th e dyin g o f the light. 32 

Where th e peac e o f th e worl d b y an y o f it s many name s i s 
threatened, th e righteous , virtuou s rag e o f th e peopl e o f th e 
world i s the mos t authenti c testimon y o f a  people everywher e 
keeping a  vigi l fo r peac e i n al l it s meanings ; a  vigi l agains t 
poverty and the abuse of power; a vigil for an end to terrible evils 
like apartheid ; a  vigil in support o f 'Liv e Aid' and 'Spor t Aid' t o 
end the horrors of famine; a  vigil for an end to the arms race and 
its threat o f human extinction ; a  vigil to preserve ou r one eart h 
for it s one people . Eac h i s the testimon y o f people demandin g 
to be heard while there is still time for someone to listen and t o 
act; people ready to show by example that they care about thei r 
neighbour and understand that their neighbour now is everyone 
on earth. An ethic of human solidarity is stirring in the world. We 
need to help it to develop and grow strong. Where better to say 
so than her e i n this reverentia l place ? 
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