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greet mos t speciall y th e Presiden t o f Guyana , m y forme r 
colleague Hug h Desmon d Hoyte , whos e addres s yesterda y i n 
inaugurating this week of Commemoration was such a sparkling 
mixture o f scholarshi p an d statesmanship . I n nationa l politica l 
terms, i t was a statement o f historic proportions. And I salute a s 
well th e eminen t Vice-Presiden t o f India , Shr i Shanka r Daya l 
Sharma, who I last greeted in his Commonwealth Capita l of New 
Delhi and am now pleased to join in welcoming to my Common-
wealth Capita l o f Georgetown . 

You hav e honoure d m e b y th e invitatio n t o inaugurat e thi s 
Series o f Internationa l Conferences : Th e Genesi s o f a  Nation' , 
and to deliver the plenary address at this First Conference on 'The 
Origins and Development of the Indo-Guyanese'. It is an honour, 
and a special privilege, because these Conferences are more than 
a commemoration o f things past; they must be a  herald o f fres h 
endeavour, perhap s read y t o sho w itsel f i n us , awaitin g onl y 
articulation i n suc h discourse s a s w e begi n toda y t o giv e i t 
permanence i n our society . 

This process of examining Guyana' s roots—as distinc t from , 
though obviousl y i n th e contex t of , th e root s o f it s severa l 
peoples—is a quintessential element in our nation-building. That 
is why the title of this series—The Genesis  of a Nation—is s o apt. 
It look s t o th e beginning s o f th e wholenes s o f Guyana , no t 
merely t o th e beginning s o f th e differen t element s withi n it s 
society. This must be the central thrust of all you do together here 
in Ma y an d late r i n July. Tha t i t ha s take n ove r 15 0 year s t o 
embark o n suc h discourse s i n a n integrate d wa y i s itsel f a 
measure o f the significanc e o f thi s occasion . 

But whil e I  applau d unreservedl y th e timelines s o f thes e 
Conferences emphasisin g the nation's beginnings, le t me admi t 
to a  persona l reservatio n ove r th e label s 'Indo-Guyanese ' an d 
'Afro-Guyanese'. I  know they are a kind of transit station on th e 
way fro m callin g ourselve s (an d thinkin g o f ourselves ) a s 
'Indians' and 'Africans'; I wonder, however, whether we have not 
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travelled fa r enoug h alread y alon g thi s terminologica l pat h t o 
have becom e simpl y 'Guyanese' : Guyanese , i t i s true , whos e 
ancestors cam e a t differen t times , i n differen t boats , fro m 
different places ; who al l acknowledge and honour those ances-
tral links and treasure the cultural variety that is their heritage; but 
Guyanese whose share d experienc e o f finding ourselve s fo r s o 
long in the same boat has now subsumed those separate origin s 
in an inseparable common identity. Indeed, it may be easier, less 
jeopardous, to talk of those separate origins, as we will do in this 
Series of Conferences, from a position of assurance that 150 years 
later, we hav e indee d arrive d a t that nationa l identity . 

That identit y i s in fac t n o longe r a n optiona l matter . A s w e 
explore, no w an d i n July , th e pathway s tha t brough t u s t o 
Guyana, i t must be our basic premise—axiomatic and incontest -
able—that we all belong to Guyana and our West Indian region , 
and belong to nowhere else . Africa an d India, both expect us to 
be first and foremost Guyanese . They know that Guyana i s now 
the land of our ancestors; that to be true to ourselves we must first 
be tru e t o the inheritanc e the y bequeathe d u s o f belongin g t o 
Guyana. And not only do they know this as an historical fact, they 
also value i t as a present reality—one tha t allows new strength s 
to emerg e fo r th e Third Worl d a s a  whole fro m ou r succes s i n 
nation-building here . Africa an d Indi a shar e ou r nee d t o mak e 
our severa l origins the genesis of a  united Guyanes e nation . As 
we reliv e the pas t i n this Commemoration, le t us not mistak e i t 
for th e presen t o r the future . 

And there are further acknowledgements to make as we begin 
this proces s o f reminiscenc e abou t Guyana' s genesis . Th e firs t 
must surel y b e th e reminde r tha t 'i n th e beginning ' wer e 
Guyana's Amerindia n people . I n slaver y an d indentur e la y th e 
genesis o f moder n Guyana ; bu t ther e wer e othe r beginnings . 
This i s an ancien t land—a s ou r Timehr i figure s bea r witness — 
and her e o n th e 'wil d Guian a coast' , befor e other s cam e fro m 
Europe and Africa an d Asia, dwelt its indigenous people . There 
once were other , earlie r societies.1 As a nation that has come t o 
freedom ou t o f colonialism , wit h ou r commo n experienc e o f 
subjugation and alienation, it is specially incumbent on us not to 
be guilt y o f th e arroganc e o f implyin g tha t ou r Guyan a worl d 
began with us. It would b e eve n worse to believe this ; for the n 
we would no t merel y be ignorin g the historica l wrong don e t o 
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those wh o wer e th e victim s o f dominio n befor e w e were , w e 
would be giving legitimacy to that wrong and making ourselve s 
mimic men an d wome n o f ou r ow n oppressors . 

And w e mus t acknowledge , too , i n n o les s unambiguous a 
manner, tha t whil e fro m Afric a an d Indi a cam e th e majorit y o f 
Guyana's people , other s cam e a s well : fro m Europ e an d fro m 
China i n particular . Britai n and Hollan d shape d th e beginning s 
of ou r natio n a s imperia l power s an d i n governance tha t wen t 
beyond proprietorship ; bu t Portugues e an d Chines e cam e t o 
labour and stayed on to belong and, in belonging, to contribut e 
in notable ways to the nation's evolution . They, too, are part of 
its genesis . If , becaus e o f th e commemorativ e structur e o f thi s 
series, Guyanes e o f Portugues e an d Chines e origi n ar e no t 
spoken of as specifically a s others, let it be clear from the outse t 
that thi s doe s no t signif y a  laps e eithe r o f memor y o r o f 
judgement. 

And, les t i t g o unsaid , le t i t b e acknowledge d a s wel l tha t 
many contributed t o the process o f nation building who do no t 
today fit into neat categorie s of provenance. Guyanes e evolve d 
from those who crossed the original ethnic lines have helped i n 
fundamental way s to shape Guyana's character as a nation. That 
cross-ethnicity i s the ultimate reminder tha t no on e communit y 
has paramoun t clai m t o Guyana' s pas t o r preferentia l titl e t o 
Guyana's future . I n time , w e shal l al l assuredl y b e one — 
whatever ou r beginning s o r th e instinct s tha t see k t o rul e ou r 
ends. Much of what I have to say today is rooted in the perception 
that no t 'otherness ' bu t 'oneness ' mus t b e th e hallmar k o f thi s 
commemoration: no t difference , bu t sameness ; no t ou r time o f 
arrival or the nature of the journeying, but the reality of our being 
here an d th e mutua l nee d o f livin g together . 

In wha t follow s i n thes e Conference s ther e wil l b e man y 
opportunities to look in depth a t particular aspects of indentur e 
and slavery and, in the process, to enrich still further the treasury 
of scholarshi p tha t alread y exists . Suc h i s no t m y ambition . I 
should lik e more modestl y t o se t the scen e fo r your discourse s 
with som e reminder s o f th e overarchin g unit y tha t was alway s 
implicit in the several twists and turns of slavery and indenture ; 
twists and turns which, i n themselves an d b y design, kep t thei r 
victims i n a  stat e o f vertigo : social , cultural , economi c and , 
inevitably, political . 

23 



An End to Otherness 

The occasion, of course, allows me to do no more than offe r 
a vignette of the common histor y of bondage tha t 5  May and 3 1 
July 183 8 so uniquel y symbolise . And , sinc e m y purpos e i s t o 
highlight how much was common, how much was shared, I shall 
try to focus my reflections upon one of the many plantations that 
bear mute witness to the bitter taste of sugar to those who wer e 
most centra l t o it s production throughou t th e ingloriou s er a o f 
slavery an d indenture : aroun d Plantatio n Vreed-en-Hoop . 

When th e Hesperus  arrive d a t th e mout h o f th e Demerar a 
River 15 0 years an d a  few hour s ago , 70 of the 15 6 indenture d 
immigrants the n o n boar d wer e boun d t o Vreed-en-Hoop . 
Fourteen o f those who se t out with them from Calcuttt a did no t 
reach Demerara—th e earlies t victims o f indenture. 2 Forty-thre e 
years late r (o n 1  January 1881) , wit h th e syste m i n ful l flow , 
another ship—th e Ellora —arrived i n Demerar a wit h anothe r 
human cargo. Among them were a young widow and her son of 
nine bound also for Vreed-en-Hoop: my great grandmother an d 
her young son. 3 

She would serv e ou t he r indentur e and , i n time , th e youn g 
Daniel Rampha l woul d leav e th e plantations , i n fact , leav e 
Demerara fo r Berbice , wher e hi s son , m y father , J . I.' , woul d 
commence hi s life' s wor k i n education—an d begi n a  family o f 
which I  would b e the firs t born : i n New Amsterdam. Vreed-en -
Hoop has for me, therefore, a  special relevance; but, as we shal l 
see, it s relevance t o th e genesi s o f th e natio n goe s fa r beyon d 
those personal links. Vreed-en-Hoop serves to tell the story of the 
unifying historica l experienc e o f slaver y an d indentur e i n a 
particularly dramatic way. To recall that shared experience I must 
first g o bac k t o the year s befor e 1838 , before th e beginnin g o f 
indenture; wit h Vreed-en-Hoop , however , alway s a s a  foca l 
point. 

Two an d hal f year s ag o (i n lat e 1985 ) I  foun d mysel f i n 
England's fa r nort h a s th e honoure d gues t o f th e ancien t 
University o f Durha m founde d i n 183 2 jus t befor e slavery' s 
abolition. The occasion was a  degree ceremony , an d Durham' s 
public orato r chos e Charle s Dickens ' Mr . Pickwick wit h a  nic e 
appropriateness t o illustrat e th e 'oddity' , a s h e describe d it , o f 
'how easil y we ma y leave in obscurity the background t o wha t 
we tak e fo r granted' . H e mad e th e poin t (i n the styl e o f publi c 
orators) that , while ther e ca n be n o characte r i n English fictio n 
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better known and better loved than Mr. Pickwick, a close reading 
leads t o th e awkwar d conclusio n tha t th e accumulatio n o f Mr . 
Pickwick's fortun e ha s bee n connecte d wit h th e slav e trade : 
connected through an acquaintance whose office i s in Liverpool, 
'that metropoli s o f th e Middl e Passage' , an d whos e suga r 
plantations—slave plantations—ar e i n Demerara . 

The Pickwick Papers,  which firs t appeared i n 1836 , were se t 
in the England of the 1820s . It was a serialised work which fuse d 
a journalistic style with the format of fiction and , like so much of 
Dickens' writing, was a biting social commentary on contempo -
rary evils . We know tha t on e o f the character s i n The  Pickwick 
Papers, Alfre d Jingle , wa s actuall y believe d i n Demerar a 15 0 
years ago to be based on the real Dr. Dodson of Plantation Vive 
La Force.4 Could Mr. Pickwick's influentia l friend , hi s 'Liverpoo l 
acquaintance' with slave plantations in Demerara, have been Sir 
John Gladstone—Vreed-en-Hoop' s owner ? 

By 1821, John Gladstone was already a Liverpool merchant of 
substantial mean s wit h somethin g lik e a  hal f o f hi s fortun e 
deriving fro m slav e plantation s i n Demerara , amon g them , 
prominently Vreed-en-Hoop. It was a proportion that was to rise 
substantially.5 Frustrate d i n hi s ow n desir e t o represen t th e 
Corporation o f Liverpoo l i n Parliament , John Gladston e was t o 
have two of his sons go to Westminster—and William rise to be 
one o f Britain' s grea t Prim e Ministers . William Gladston e cam e 
to Westminste r i n 183 2 whe n th e abolitio n o f slaver y wa s a n 
inescapable political issue and one which, as events turned out , 
he ha d t o fac e immediately . O n 1 4 May tha t sam e year , Lor d 
Howick, a  former Under-Secretar y o f State of the Colonies , laid 
specific complaint s i n Parliamen t agains t th e managemen t o f 
John Gladstone' s suga r estat e a t Vreed-en-Hoop: allegin g 'tha t 
the increas e i n suga r cultivatio n wa s i n direc t rati o wit h over -
working an d los s o f lif e o n th e par t o f th e slav e population'. 6 

William mad e th e bes t o f a  ba d jo b i n hi s father' s defence— a 
vindication o f slavery Eric Williams was late r to attribute 'mor e 
to filia l feeling s tha n Liberal  principles'. 7 But , fo r th e owne r o f 
Vreed-en-Hoop, thi s was no t the firs t complain t t o reach West -
minster; no r was i t to be th e last . 

Let m e recal l th e firs t occasio n b y wa y o f a  persona l 
reminiscence. Afte r readin g La w a t London , I  returne d t o 
Georgetown in 1953 as a young Crown Counsel in the Chambers 
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of the Attorney-General, Sir Frank Holder. The Attorney-General 
then had supervision o f the Magistrates Department an d o n m y 
first day in the Public Buildings he put me under the wing of Guy 
Sharpies—already a senior Magistrate—to take me on the rounds 
of th e La w Court s t o mee t th e Chie f Justic e an d Judge s and , 
eventually, the Magistrates. He was a  man whose aptitude s an d 
interests wen t wel l beyon d th e law , a s thos e o f yo u wh o 
remember his landscapes—some of them reproduced in Webber's 
Centenary History  of  British Guiana —will appreciate . As we did 
those rounds , Sharpie s made th e point t o me tha t i t was on th e 
site o f thes e presen t court s tha t th e Rev . John Smit h ha d bee n 
detained in 1823 pending a trial condemned by all save the West 
Indian plantocracy as a tragic parody of justice; a trial which led 
to his conviction and eventually to his death in prison.8 There is 
a place for argument about the overall role of Christian mission-
aries i n th e evolutio n o f ou r nation ; bu t Smith' s Churc h i s a 
permanent memoria l t o thi s man o f Go d wh o sa w i n the slav e 
only his fellow man . That moment o f remembrance ha s alway s 
remained wit h me ; for I  have come to realise what I  think Gu y 
Sharpies understoo d wel l an d hope d I  would realis e on e day : 
that recalling the events that brought Smith to his end in the cells 
of a  Demerar a priso n wa s no t jus t a  lea p ove r centurie s bu t a 
backward glanc e alon g a  continuous line . 

The decad e o r s o befor e th e Abolitio n o f Slaver y Ac t wa s 
passed i n 183 4 was a particularly turbulent time throughout th e 
West Indies : a  slav e rebellio n ha d take n plac e i n Barbado s i n 
1816, a revolt in Demerara in 1823, an uprising in Jamaica in 1824, 
an insurrection i n Antigua i n 183 1 and the much large r Jamaica 
revolt in Christmas of that year.9 Eric Williams sums up well th e 
situation tha t ha d bee n reache d o n th e ev e o f emancipation : 

In 1833 , therefore, th e alternatives were clear : emanci -
pation fro m above , o r emancipatio n fro m below . Bu t 
EMANCIPATION. Economic change, the decline of th e 
monopolists, th e developmen t o f capitalism , th e hu -
manitarian agitation in the British churches, contendin g 
perorations in the halls of Parliament, had now reache d 
their completio n i n th e determinatio n o f th e slave s 
themselves t o be free. 10 
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Nowhere i n Guian a wa s tha t determinatio n mor e eviden t 
then on some of Sir John Gladstone's plantations—estates of the 
Vreed-en-Hoop stable . Th e Demerar a Revol t o f 182 3 reall y 
sounded th e death-knel l o f slaver y i n Guiana . I t was a  might y 
thunder cla p i n th e gatherin g stor m o f slav e rebellion . It s 
reverberations wer e fel t fa r beyon d Guians' s shores—no t leas t 
because of the indescribable cruelty with which it was eventually 
put down . 

The stor y o f tha t Revol t ha s bee n tol d man y time s an d it s 
details are well known to this audience; but some elements bear 
retelling, especiall y today . O n th e evenin g o f 1 8 Augus t a n 
uprising starte d o n tw o estate s o n th e Eas t Coas t o f Demerara : 
Plantations Le Resouvenir an d Success . The Revol t centered o n 
the deman d fo r immediat e emancipation , whic h th e slave s 
genuinely believe d th e Crow n ha d approve d bu t wa s bein g 
denied them locally—a belief substantially, if not yet technically, 
true. A contemporary account was set down by the artist, Joshua 
Bryant, in meticulous, if undifferentiated, detail. 11 Later accounts 
were give n wit h a  pro-plante r bia s b y Rodwa y and , mor e 
sympathetically, b y Webber. 12 A  version whic h highlight s th e 
manoeuverings a t Westminste r i s i n Robi n Furneaux' s recen t 
work o n Wilberforce. 13 

Those varyin g presentation s reflec t som e o f th e disparat e 
factors influencin g th e tortuous course of bondage i n Guiana — 
factors tha t wer e t o remai n a t wor k ove r th e transitio n fro m 
slavery to indenture. The suffering o f those crushed down by the 
system was of course the bed-rock factor. The ruthless efficienc y 
of thei r oppressio n hel d i n chec k th e wil l t o rebel ; i t neve r 
induced acquiescenc e acros s the board. Suga r was ever a bitte r 
crop for those who toiled at producing it in Guiana's inhospitable 
conditions. Bu t a t leas t thre e othe r group s o f actor s woul d 
influence th e outcome : th e planters , th e imperia l governmen t 
and the humanitarian movement led by men like Wilberforce and 
Thomas Buxton . 

Too, often, and certainly for too long, despite the efforts of the 
Anti-Slavery Movemen t i n Britai n an d individua l voice s o f 
conscience at Westminster and in Whitehall—the British Govern-
ment remained th e protectors o f the oppressors rathe r than th e 
oppressed. Britis h economi c interests , th e claim s o f kinship , 
imperial considerations: al l stood in the way of the Governmen t 
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at Westminste r tippin g th e scale s i n favou r o f justic e an d 
freedom. When , occasionally, i t did, i t was often s o half-hearte d 
and reluctant an effort that the planters could continue to oppose, 
to stall and, sometimes, to prevail. The Demerara Revol t of 182 3 
was a  classic example o f this; but there were earlie r victories of 
the planters : mor e pointe d bu t jus t a s pyrrhic . On e o f thes e 
deserves mentio n her e both becaus e o f it s intrinsic importanc e 
and because it has received inadequate notice in the literature to 
date. 

One of the early successes of the Anti-Slavery Movement was 
securing the passing of the Slave Trade Abolition Act of 1807 over 
the fierc e objection s o f th e Wes t Indi a lobb y an d th e suga r 
planters in the West Indies in particular. Emancipation would not 
come fo r anothe r thirt y years; but a t least there was i n sight a n 
end to the pernicious trade in slaves. It has been estimate d tha t 
starting with tha t Act of 1807 , no les s than 120,00 0 slaves wer e 
liberated from foreign slave ships between 1810 and 1846.14 What 
is not well known i s that the approaches to that Abolition Act of 
1807 had been skilfully prepared by Wilberforce an d his friend s 
and tha t Guian a playe d a  centra l rol e i n the overal l scheme . 

Defeated o n a  successio n o f foreig n slav e trad e Bill s an d 
despairing o f progres s throug h parliamentar y action , th e anti -
slavery campaigners in Britain seized on the capture of the Dutch 
colonies i n Guian a i n 180 3 to secur e a n executiv e order—th e 
'Guiana order ' of 1805 , authorised as a war measure—to abolis h 
the slave trade to the captured Guiana colonies. They then deftl y 
devised th e Foreig n Slav e Trad e Ac t o f 180 6 confirmin g th e 
'Guiana Order ' an d attachin g to i t all the provisions o f previou s 
defeated Foreig n Slav e Trade Bills. 15 The Slav e Trade Abolitio n 
Act th e followin g yea r becam e undeniable . Th e planter s ha d 
been overcome; though, of course, the abolition of the trade did 
not rende r slaver y itsel f illegal . 

Wilberforce thu s move d agai n o n th e Guian a front.  Whe n 
Berbice fell to the British in 1803 those sugar estates in the Colony 
which were the property of the Dutch Government became th e 
property of the British Crown—along with the slaves attached to 
them.16 The abolitionist s seize d th e opportunit y t o put forwar d 
a plan for the actual administration of the Berbice estates on the 
basis o f 'suc h improvement s a s th e Governmen t itself.. . ha d 
recommended t o the colonia l Assemblies to adopt an d enforc e 
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upon private masters'; arrangements which 'could not... be safely 
left t o the colonia l Government , o r t o individua l agent s o n th e 
spot, without the intimate superintendance an d control of some 
authority i n England'. 17 

That 'authority in England' duly turned out to be Wilberforc e 
and five others all appointed (o n 23 April 1811) as Commission-
ers 'fo r th e managemen t o f the Crown' s estate s i n Berbice ' an d 
'for the preservation , protectio n an d improvemen t o f the negr o 
and othe r slave s belonging thereto'. 18 The Berbice estate s wer e 
some o f th e wors t anywhere—a s m y fello w Berbician , Edga r 
Mittleholzer so well dramatised in his Kaywana trilogy.19 Among 
them wa s Dageraad— a nam e tha t ha s no w passe d int o th e 
history o f Guyan a an d o f slaver y generall y a s a  symbo l o f th e 
bestiality of the system and the courage of its victims in resisting 
it.20 

The attitude of the planters to Wilberforce's Berbice Commis-
sion was open hostility; even the Governor was opposed, urgin g 
the Crow n t o leas e o r sel l th e estate s 'o n almos t an y terms'. 21 

Wilberforce's zea l t o demonstrat e th e practicalit y o f a  mor e 
humanitarian approac h wa s i n sharp contrast . The firs t instruc -
tions o f th e Commissioner s fo r improvement s o n th e Berbic e 
estates ran to seven closel y printed pages . Typical o f them wa s 
the direction that 'the cart-whip in the hands of the driver, a s an 
instrument of compelling labour, should be laid aside'.22 But the 
Anti-Slavery Movement had come too close to home for the liking 
of both the planters and the local administration. They struck out 
vigorously agains t Wilberforc e an d hi s Commissioners , an d a 
campaign for the withdrawal of the Commission was conducte d 
at high level s o f influence . Thi s time, the planter s won. 23 

Withdrawal of the Commission was, of course, not politically 
feasible. Instead , by the 'Conventio n between Grea t Britain an d 
the Netherlands relative to the Colonies of Demerara, Essequib o 
and Berbice ' i n 1815 , th e Britis h Governmen t agree d tha t th e 
estates i n Berbic e woul d rever t t o thei r forme r owners—no w 
identified, however , no t a s th e Dutc h Governmen t bu t a s th e 
'Berbice Association': 24 th e proprietor s whos e monogra m ap -
pears o n th e cove r o f Rodway' s History  of  British  Guiana. 
Wilberforce an d his colleagues were aghast and pleaded agains t 
retrogression. Thei r principa l agen t wrot e fro m Berbic e i n 
outraged distress : 'Methink s I  hea r th e whi p soundin g agai n 
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without mercy'. 25 

But i t was al l to no avail ; reform b y example was no t to be ; 
the planter s coul d no t b e fough t i n th e land s wher e slaver y 
flourished. Onl y emancipatio n woul d suffice ; an d fo r tha t th e 
Anti-Slavery Movement had to struggle in London. The failure of 
the Berbice Commission demonstrate d th e neanderthal myopi a 
of the planters , th e immens e strengt h o f th e Wes t Indi a lobby , 
and th e malleabilit y o f th e Britis h Government ; an d i t demon -
strated as well the differing perceptions of those disparate factor s 
that I  talked abou t earlier . 

On 1 5 Ma y 1823 , Thoma s Buxto n move d th e followin g 
motion i n the Hous e o f Commons : 

That th e stat e o f slaver y i s repugnan t t o th e Britis h 
Constitution an d t o th e Christia n religio n an d tha t i t 
ought to be abolishe d graduall y throughout th e Britis h 
colonies wit h a s muc h expeditio n a s ma y b e foun d 
consistent wit h a  du e regar d t o th e well-bein g o f th e 
parties concerned. 26 

The Government's response was amelioration not abolition; but, 
through a series of resolutions, it directed that these reforms (like 
an en d t o the flogging  o f female slave s and th e carryin g o f th e 
whip int o th e field ) b e pu t int o effect. 27 Th e planter s an d th e 
Court of Policy procrastinated and prevaricated. The slaves knew 
change was a t hand an d sense d tha t the planters were resistin g 
what were their rights. They felt they had to strengthen the hand 
of the Governor agains t the planters. They were only half right , 
but they moved, naively , to compel 'withou t bloodshed ' bu t b y 
a show o f force th e freedom whic h they believed th e King ha d 
decreed t o b e theirs . Th e Revol t wa s crushe d wit h frenzie d 
brutality and followed b y savage vengeance. Thirteen thousan d 
slaves from 37 plantations had joined the rebels; it was a colossal 
show of strength; but they were badly armed and easily subdued. 

The clemency and overall restraint they showed while briefly 
in charge of the plantations was not reciprocated. Quamina, their 
leader, wa s kille d i n th e revolt . Nearl y 5 0 were hanged , thre e 
given the dreadfu l sentenc e o f 1,00 0 lashe s and condemne d t o 
be worke d i n chains , tw o fo r th e remainde r o f thei r lives . 
Quamina's son , Jack, wa s amon g thos e hanged ; hi s head , lik e 
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those o f th e other s executed , wa s stuc k o n a  pol e fo r publi c 
viewing: i n the word s o f th e loca l Gazette,  a s ' a monumen t o f 
personal guilt ' an d ' a cautio n agains t lik e criminality'. 28 

The Rev . Joh n Smit h wa s convicte d b y cour t martia l o f 
complicity in the Revolt. He was sentenced to death and died in 
the Georgetow n Priso n awaitin g th e outcom e o f a  petitio n fo r 
clemency whic h th e Governo r ha d cautiousl y referre d t o th e 
authorities i n London. 29 Th e planter s believe d the y ha d wo n 
again; but , ha d they ? Re-enter Vreed-en-Hoo p an d John Glad -
stone! It was from the Gladstone estate of Success that the revolt 
had bee n initiated—o n th e middl e wal k da m o n Sunda y 1 7 
August 1823 . Quamina wa s from Success , and i t was there tha t 
his son, Jack was also enslaved: a  son who bore no t his father' s 
name but tha t of his master, Gladstone . I t was on the adjoinin g 
estate of Le Resouvenir tha t the Rev . John Smit h had hi s Bethe l 
Chapel, o f whic h Quamin a wa s on e o f th e leaders. 30 Jac k 
Gladstone epitomised the reality of slavery; his execution was a 
symbol of the evil that sustained it; but in the halls of Westminster 
it was John Smith's 'martyrdom' that most spurred the anti-slavery 
cause. Despit e th e initia l victory o f th e planters , th e Demerar a 
Revolt, in all its implications, deal t slavery a blow from whic h i t 
never recovered . 

But that , o f cours e wa s no t ho w Vreed-en-Hoop' s owne r 
would have seen those events. Wilberforce pamphlets calling for 
emancipation ha d bee n circulatin g o n th e estates . Th e loca l 
Gazette di d no t concea l the planters ' wrath : 

Perhaps the intriguing saints at home had a hand in it— 
if so, they will hear with disappointmen t an d pai n tha t 
a superintending and just providence has frustrated thei r 
diabolical intentions. 31 

The abolitionis t caus e wa s diabolical ; th e vengeanc e o n th e 
slaves was part of the interposition o f a superintending an d jus t 
providence: how cos y an inversio n o f right and wrong! Slavery 
was a t it s heigh t when , i n 1758 , Voltair e wrot e Candide,  hi s 
satirical commentar y o n a  philosoph y o f complacenc y an d 
acquiescence—the supremac y o f hypocris y ove r truth , th e 
pretence that however evil and abhorrent the state of individual 
things,'this world o f ours is the best o f al l possible worlds'.32 Its 
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relevance fo r u s coul d hardl y b e mor e pointed . 
In one unforgetable incident , Voltaire pictured th e innocen t 

Candide entering Surinam and encountering a  negro slave lying 
on th e ground . Th e slave , who ha s los t both a  hand an d a  leg , 
tells Candide tha t thi s i s 'the price paid fo r th e suga r you ea t i n 
Europe'. 'O h Pangloss!' , cries Candide , 'Thi s i s an abominatio n 
you had not guessed; this is too much. In the end I  shall have to 
renounce optimism' . 'Wha t i s thi s optimism' ; ask s Candide' s 
footman. 'Alas' , says Candide, 'i t is the mania of maintaining that 
all i s good whe n al l i s bad' . An d Candid e weep s a s h e enter s 
Surinam.33 B y 1838 , a s th e Hesperus  entere d Demerara , som e 
things had changed; bu t not such basic attitudes as the suprem -
acy of hypocrisy over truth, the mania of maintaining that all was 
good whe n al l was bad . 

Clinging to illusion as a prop for the status quo,  emancipatio n 
to th e planter s wa s jus t a n interlud e i n th e stor y o f sugar ; a n 
imposition the y fiercel y resented , bu t on e whic h the y ha d t o 
overcome and continue in business. First , however, they woul d 
collect wha t wa s o n offer : twent y millio n pound s sterlin g i n 
compensation fo r emancipation—th e equivalen t toda y o f clos e 
to one billion (US) dollars. The Guiana planters' share of this was 
¿4,924,989 (nearl y £ 5 million ) fo r 82,82 4 slaves. 34 Tha t wa s 
almost a  quarte r o f th e tota l compensatio n pai d b y th e Britis h 
Government on the abolition of slavery. Vreed-en-Hoop's owne r 
John Gladstone, alone received almost £85,000.35 The handwrit -
ten calculatio n o f hi s father' s Guian a slav e compensatio n b y 
England's future Prim e Minister, William Gladstone, (in 1835 ) is 
a documen t tha t conjures u p image s o f that time 15 0 years ag o 
even mor e evocativ e tha n th e sum s i t records 36 But , a s Ala n 
Adamson says in Sugar Without  Slaves:  'It occurred to no one to 
compensate th e slave s for thei r previous bondage'. 37 Of cours e 
it occurre d t o n o one . Remembe r Candide  an d 'th e mani a o f 
maintaining tha t al l is good when al l is bad'. I n the 183 2 debat e 
in th e Hous e o f Common s o n th e managemen t o f Vreed-en -
Hoop, William Gladstone was recorded i n Hansard  a s follows : 

He deprecate d cruelty—h e deprecate d slavery : i t wa s 
abhorrent to the nature of Englishmen; but conceding all 
these things , wer e no t Englishme n t o retai n a  righ t t o 
their ow n honestl y an d legall y acquired property? 38 
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So, on slavery's abolition, John Gladstone got £85,000; while his 
slaves got apprenticeship . 

In Guiana, the apprenticeship code appears to have been the 
harshest of all, but that deferral o f freedom wa s to last only fou r 
of the six appointed years.39 Meanwhile, John Gladstone did not 
loiter. Supply and demand should have dictated a new econom -
ics of the suga r industry—increase d wage s fo r th e free d slave s 
who chos e t o remai n o n th e suga r plantations . Bu t that woul d 
have mean t highe r costs , lowe r profits—perhaps , closure . In -
stead, the planters pocketed th e compensation fo r thei r unpai d 
slave capital and se t out t o invent ' a new syste m of slavery' 40— 
with Vreed-en-Hoop's John Gladston e leading the effort . I n the 
beginning, i t was not so much a  strategy of replacing the entir e 
labour force a s a tactic of reducing the bargaining power o f the 
freed slave s b y havin g a  reserv e labou r poo l 't o us e a s a  set -
off41—and th e promis e o f enlargemen t i f need be . 

The Englis h expatriat e fir m o f Gillanders , Arbuthno t &  Co. 
worked from Calcutta . One of its members, F.M. Gillanders, was 
a cousi n o f John Galdstone' s wife. 42 They had alread y supplie d 
Indian labour to the sugar plantations of Mauritius. Through th e 
family connectio n the y offered thei r service s to do likewis e fo r 
Gladstone's Guian a estate s a t a  cos t o f 'no t one-hal f tha t o f a 
slave'.43 John Gladston e jumpe d a t th e offer ; ther e migh t b e 
problems i n Londo n wher e anti-slaver y sentimen t wa s stil l 
strong; but he had by now powerful political friends. There might 
be problem s i n India ; bu t i t was no t los t o n hi m tha t anothe r 
Guiana proprietor , Andre w Colville—wh o owne d Bel l Vu e 
estate—was a  'near relative' of Lord Auckland, India's Governo r 
General.44 He was t o involv e Colvill e i n the enterprise . 

I have no w see n th e ful l text s o f tha t earl y correspondenc e 
between Sir John Gladstone and the Calcutta firm. They are every 
bit a s bad a s the contemporar y accoun t b y John Scobl e o f th e 
British an d Foreig n Anti-Slaver y Societ y suggeste d i n hi s pam -
phlet o n The  Deplorable  Condition  of  Hill  Coolies  in  British 
Guiana and  Mauritius  publishe d i n 1840. 45 The ful l tex t o f th e 
principal letter s i s in a n Appendix belo w (Appendi x B). 46 

Let me interpos e her e a  persona l reflectio n encourage d b y 
those letters to remind us of the way history permeates our lives, 
guiding destinie s in mysterious an d unsee n ways , revealing th e 
past throug h unsee n link s to the present . Al l of u s i n ou r live s 
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have bee n touche d thu s b y th e cours e o f history . Al l of u s ar e 
what w e ar e because o f it s turnings centurie s ago ; we ar e her e 
because thos e pathway s brough t u s here . The correspondenc e 
to whic h I  hav e jus t referre d (Appendi x B ) show s tha t Joh n 
Gladstone's lette r t o th e Secretar y o f Stat e forwardin g hi s 
correspondence with Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co. was written in 
1838 from Carlto n Gardens , London . I n June 1833 , John Glad -
stone, abandonin g hi s nomadi c existence , thoug h no t ye t hi s 
sugar interest s i n Demerara , bough t a s hi s Londo n residenc e 
Number 6 Carlton Gardens—the address from which so much of 
those earl y negotiations , crucia l t o Guiana' s future , wa s con -
ducted. One hundred an d forty-two year s later to the month, i n 
July 1975 , I  too k u p m y appointmen t a t th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat i n Londo n an d move d int o th e Secretary-General' s 
residence—at 5  Carlto n Gardens . Number s 5  an d 6  Carlto n 
Gardens by then were in fact one , both incorporated int o Wool 
House—sugar wa s n o longe r 'king'. 47 

How ful l a  circl e th e whee l o f histor y thu s described ! John 
Gladstone's lette r o f 183 6 ha d starte d a  syste m tha t woul d 
eventually brin g m y ancestor s fro m Indi a t o Guyana—t o th e 
same estat e o f Vreed-en-Hoop h e onc e owned . Thre e genera -
tions later, those very events would combine with others to take 
me t o Londo n i n th e servic e o f a  Commonwealt h o f whic h 
Gladstone could neve r have dreamt—to dwel l a t the address i n 
London he had chosen for his own retirement. The moving finger 
of history, having written, does move on. But conjuctures o f this 
kind hel p t o remin d u s tha t ever y piec e o f histor y ou r action s 
inscribe today helps to determine the nature of tomorrow's entry 
and, in so doing, to bind the present to the future an d the futur e 
to the past . 

But le t m e retur n t o thos e letters . Wha t the y sho w wit h 
starkness i s tha t continuu m o f whic h I  spok e earlier , th e 
continuance beyond emancipation of that state of mind Candide 
had encountere d i n Surina m whic h accepte d massiv e huma n 
suffering a s a valid low-cost factor in the price of sugar. But it is, 
perhaps, th e lette r fro m Calcutt a ( 6 June 1836 ) i n respons e t o 
John Gladstone's enquiry that most clearly reveals the underlying 
perception of'otherness' which linked slavery and indenture and 
gave huma n bondag e unde r bot h system s a  common root : 
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We ar e no t awar e tha t an y greate r difficult y woul d 
present itself in sending men to the West Indies (than to 
Mauritius), th e native s bein g perfectl y ignoran t o f th e 
place the y g o t o o r th e lengt h o f voyag e the y ar e 
undertaking... Th e Dhangur s ar e alway s spoke n o f a s 
more aki n to the monke y tha n th e man . They have n o 
religion, no education, and in their present state no want 
beyond eating , drinkin g an d sleeping : an d t o procur e 
which the y ar e willing to labour. 48 

Note what Tinker described as the 'curiously proto Darwinian 
tone'; the same dehumanisation that had sustained slavery to the 
extent that the Anti-Slavery Movement had made a  credo of the 
question: 'Am I not a Man and a Brother?' Once dehumanise th e 
victim and any inhumanity becomes possible. In the accountancy 
of a n Eichman n th e Jews sen t t o Naz i ga s chamber s wer e no t 
'people' bu t 'pieces' . Apartheid' s victim s ar e muc h th e sam e 
today in the eyes of the system. Indentured labourers, like slaves, 
were mere factors of production in the crudest sense. Indenture's 
chains were of paper; but the mental condition which manage d 
to justify bondage under each system was the same; and race was 
at the hear t o f both . 

The original Gladstone lette r was written on 4  January 1836 ; 
the reply from Gillanders , Arbuthnot & Co. in Calcutta on 6 June 
that same year . The correspondenc e tha t followed i n 183 7 was 
to d o essentiall y wit h th e detail s o f tha t initia l voyag e o f th e 
Hesperus and the Whitby.  The Hesperus belonged to Gladstone's 
firm—'John Gladston e an d Co.' . I t was a  three-masted barque , 
square rigge d o n th e firs t an d secon d mast s and gaf f rigge d o n 
the last. It was a mere 329 registered tons. 49 It was the Hesperus 
that brough t th e Gladston e labourers , mos t o f the m boun d fo r 
Vreed-en-Hoop—the first real movement of people from the East 
Indies to the Western Hemisphere and, in particular, to the West 
Indies tha t Columbu s ha d mis-name d i n 1492 , convincin g 
himself tha t he ha d reache d Asi a from th e West. That was wh y 
he calle d th e firs t peopl e o f th e Caribbean—'Indians' . But , 
between the voyages of the Santa Maria  an d the Hesperus wer e 
to pass nearly 350 years; and when the Whitby  actually anchored 
in th e Demerar a Rive r i n th e earl y mornin g o f 5  May 193 8 it s 
Captain, Jame s Swinton , woul d b e singularl y unawar e o f th e 
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historic significanc e o f th e moment . I t woul d b e los t o n hi m 
because the newcomers he had brought to the 'new world' were 
essentially 'cargo ' not people ; yet they were th e very people o f 
India Columbu s though t h e ha d reache d thre e an d a  hal f 
centuries earlier . 

However, ther e wa s mor e fo r Gladston e t o d o tha n merel y 
arrange the transportation of these first immigrants from India to 
the 'Ne w World' . B y 1836 , the planter s wer e gettin g distinctl y 
anxious about the situation that would arise after the apprentice-
ship system ended and slave labour was finally withdrawn fro m 
the plantations. In a letter of 23 February 1837 , which he wrot e 
(from Carlto n Gardens) to Sir John Hobhouse, then President of 
the Board o f Contro l ( a copy o f which h e subsequentl y sen t t o 
Lord Glenelg, then Secretary of State for the Colonies), Gladstone 
set ou t th e situatio n an d th e thinkin g o f th e planter s wit h a 
frankness normall y reserve d fo r privat e correspondence . 

A considerable Degree of Uncertainty prevails in all our 
West India Colonies whether the Apprentices, when the 
Period of their Services expires, on the 1s t August 1840 , 
will be disposed to hire themselves to work on reason -
able Terms, and on a System of Continuance such as will 
ensure th e regula r Cultivatio n an d Manufactur e o f th e 
Produce, which it is considered can only be ascertaine d 
when tha t Perio d arrives . I t i s als o though t tha t b y 
obtaining th e Service s o f othe r Classe s o f Labourer s i n 
the Interval, and for a Period beyond the Termination of 
the Apprenticeship , i t ma y materiall y influenc e th e 
Conduct o f th e Apprentices , an d induc e the m mor e 
readily to meet the Wishes of their Employers; with this 
View Labourers have been sent from Germany, Madeira, 
Ireland, and elsewhere, but these Experiments have not 
succeeded, fro m th e Influence o f the Climate generall y 
producing reluctanc e t o labour , an d increasin g th e 
Desire fo r Spirituou s Liquors , which th e lo w Price an d 
Abundance o f new Ru m enable s the m t o gratify . 

—a desire, of course, which was perfectly legitimate and readily 
gratified amon g the planters themselves who invented that most 
potent o f spirituou s liquors , th e 'Demerar a ru m swizzle' , an d 
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made i t virtually a  legend. 50 

That lette r represente d th e beginnin g o f th e othe r hal f o f 
Gladstone's preparation fo r the voyage o f the Hesperus  an d th e 
Whitby. H e neede d a n assuranc e fro m th e Britis h Governmen t 
whether a n Orde r i n Counci l o r an y othe r authorisatio n wa s 
necessary for the purpose of 'carrying this experimental measur e 
into execution , i n orde r t o secur e u s agains t interferin g o r 
prevention by the authorities at Calcutta'. He had good reason to 
seek tha t assurance . 

Already, on 27 June 1836 , the Court of Policy had passed "a n 
Ordinance fo r th e Bette r Regulatio n an d Enforcemen t o f th e 
Relevant Duties of Masters and Employers, and Articled Servants 
and Tradesmen in British Guiana". It had been transmitted by the 
Governor, Si r James Carmichae l Smyth , to the Secretary of State 
with a statement that he had 'very little Doubt but that the several 
Enactments of this Ordinance (prepared a s they are in the Spiri t 
of perfec t Equalit y an d Reciprocit y i n compellin g th e Perform -
ance o f the Engagements b y which th e Partie s in question ma y 
severally be bound) wil l meet with Hi s Majesty's mos t graciou s 
Approbation'.51 Agai n tha t sam e perceptio n tha t al l wa s goo d 
when all was bad. Such approbation was not forthcoming. Unde r 
pressure of the Anti-Slavery Movement, the political situation in 
Britain had become highly sensitised and the British Government 
was oblige d t o procee d wit h caution . I n hi s repl y t o th e 
Governor, of 31 October 1836 , it fell to the Secretary of State, no 
less, t o dra w th e Governor' s attentio n t o th e realit y tha t thi s 
legislation—which was to be the underpinning for the indenture 
system—really wa s usherin g i n a  new syste m o f slavery : 

The genera l Effec t o f thi s Ordinanc e (wrot e Lor d Gle -
nelg) may , wit h littl e Inaccuracy , b e sai d t o b e t o 
continue, i n respect o f al l Persons who shal l enter int o 
Indentures o f Apprenticeship , th e existin g Relation s 
between th e Employe r an d th e apprentice d Labourer , 
although withou t th e Interventio n o f a  specia l Magis -
tracy. The most materia l Exception is , that the Appren -
ticeship t o be constitute d unde r thi s Ordinanc e woul d 
not rende r th e Apprentic e liabl e t o persona l Chastise -
ment i n case o f Misconduct. 52 
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At least initially , that latter exception was to prove hollow — 
especially at Vreed-en-Hoop. In any event, thi s Indenture Law ' 
was allowed to stand with a reduction in the period of indenture 
from seve n year s t o thre e an d th e exclusio n o f an y perso n 
recruited 'o n th e Continen t o f Afric a o r i n an y o f th e adjacen t 
islands, inhabite d wholl y o r i n par t b y th e Negr o race'. 53 S o 
obvious was it to the authorities in London that what was abou t 
to begin was a new system of slavery that Africans simpl y had to 
be excluded fro m i t if the Government was to have any chanc e 
of rebutting what Lord Glenelg described to Governor Carmichael 
Smyth (31st October 1836 ) as 'a plausible, if not a just, Reproach 
against thi s Countr y o f Insincerit y i n ou r Profession s o n tha t 
Subject' (o f slavery). 54 The system of bondage woul d continue ; 
but with differen t bondsmen . 

Yet even thi s did no t suffic e fo r th e requirement s o f Vreed -
en-Hoop an d th e plantocrac y i n general . Joh n Gladston e re -
turned to the charge arguing forcefully, i n a letter to Sir Geo Grey 
of 2 3 March 1837 , that : 

it i s onl y b y a  Suppl y bein g obtaine d o f othe r free 
Labourers, to such an Extent as may incite Competitio n 
and induc e ou r presen t 'Apprentices t o believ e tha t i t 
may become practicable to carry forward the Cultivation 
on a moderate Scale independent of their Aid, that they 
are likely to be influenced fo r such Terms of Remunera-
tion as the Planters may be enabled to give them. .. . We 
therefore (he concluded) would require Powers to enter 
into an extended rather than a shorter Period of Service, 
nor coul d we entertai n a  Hope o f Remuneration , o r t o 
overcome th e apprehende d Difficulties , i f th e Hirin g 
was restricte d t o a  shorter Perio d tha n Fiv e Years.55 

Gillanders, Arbuthno t &  Co . ha d tol d Gladston e tha t the y 
could suppl y India n labourer s a t a  cos t les s tha n hal f tha t o f a 
slave'. Nearl y a  yea r late r (2 9 Apri l 1837) , Gladston e wa s 
representing the very opposite to the Secretary of State, namely, 
his certainty : 

that th e Labou r o f ou r presen t Peopl e ha s no t cos t u s 
One Half of what we should have to pay for the Services 
of the Hil l Coolies. 56 
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He was invertin g th e cos t facto r t o sustai n th e argumen t tha t a 
longer period o f indenture was required t o secure a  reasonabl e 
return on the investment in indenture. The lives of our forefather s 
were being measured a s in a counting house . But the Secretar y 
of Stat e yielded . O n 1 9 Augus t 1837 , h e instructe d Governo r 
Carmichael Smyt h tha t a s a  resul t o f the argumen t produced : 

Her Majesty's Government have agreed to Mr. Gladstone's 
Proposal that the Terms of Apprenticeship of Natives of 
any Place within the Charter of the East India Compan y 
imported as Labourers into Guiana should be extende d 
to Five Years.57 

On 20th May 1837, Gladstone was able to write to his Calcutta 
recruiters: 

I have now made the necessary Arrangements with th e 
Colonial Department , an d a n Orde r i n Counci l corre -
sponding wit h the m wil l be immediatel y published. 58 

He forthwith increase d the order for Coolies from 15 0 to 200, 
and added a reminder in the numerate tradition of the merchan -
dise trade : 

One-third fo r th e Messrs . Moss, Two-Thirds fo r me , t o 
prevent an y Difficult y whe n the y arriv e a t Demerar a 
(20th May 1837). 59 

An Order i n Counci l o f 1 2 July 183 7 duly gave effec t t o thi s 
further amendment of the Guyana 'Indenture Law'; but the Order 
in Counci l was no t publishe d an d di d no t com e t o ligh t unti l 3 
January 183 8 when i t was denounced i n the British  Emancipa-
tor (th e officia l orga n o f th e Britis h an d Foreig n Anti-Slaver y 
Society) as 'giving birth to a new slave-trade'.60 John Scoble of the 
Society, who wa s late r to visi t Guiana an d writ e hi s celebrate d 
exposure of The  Deplorable Conditions  of  the Hill Coolies, and of 
the Nefariou s Mean s by which the y were Induce d t o Resor t t o 
British Guian a an d Mauritius ' was late r to clai m that thi s Orde r 
in Council : 
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gave a  cart e blanche t o ever y villain i n British Guiana , 
and every scoundrel in India to kidnap and inveigle into 
contracts for labour for five years, in a distant part of the 
world, th e ignoran t an d inoffensiv e Hindoo! 61 

On th e fly-leaf  t o tha t pamphle t Scobl e quote d fro m th e 
newspaper, The  Friend  of  India,  publishe d i n Calcutta , o f 3 
August 1839 : 

Under th e colou r o f a  Bil l fo r protectin g th e India n 
labourers, i t i s proposed t o legaliz e th e importatio n o f 
them into the colonies. .. . It was in this manner that the 
Slave-trade crept in, under the shadow of Parliamentary 
regulation; a  race was then begun between abuse s an d 
legislation, in which legislation was always found t o be 
in th e rear . AN D SO IT WILL BE WITH THE COOLE Y 
TRADE. We must tread the same circle; and, after year s 
of the mos t poignan t misery , com e t o the sam e result , 
that i n th e cas e o f th e new , a s o f th e old , trade , TH E 
ONLY PATH OF SAFETY LIES IN ABSOLUTE PROHIBI-
TION. 

We were indeed to tread the same circle; but absolute prohibition 
was no t t o com e fo r som e eight y years . 

Let there be no doubt whatsoever i n our minds as we begi n 
this Commemoratio n tha t wha t w e ar e markin g ar e stage s i n a 
continuous process of bondage which began with the inductio n 
of the first African slaves into the Guiana colonies and ended with 
the prohibition of indenture in 1917. It was one experience with 
differing shade s o f brutality , differin g method s o f coercion, bu t 
a commo n experienc e o f huma n bondage . Th e conditio n o f 
slavery i n th e days , fo r example , o f th e 176 3 Rebellio n a t 
Magdalenenberg were very different from that of indenture in the 
end years of the system. As Dr. Basdeo Mangru has reminded u s 
in Benevolent  Neutrality,  th e fac t tha t th e slav e wa s privat e 
property an d tha t slaver y implie d permanenc e wer e basi c 
differences—however muc h they tended to be overshadowed by 
the similarities.62 Yet, at the moment o f transition 15 0 years ago, 
apprenticeship s o shade d int o indentur e tha t Brougha m coul d 
speak in the House of Commons of 'indentured apprenticeship' 63 
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when referring to slavery between 183 4 and 183 8 and Lord John 
Russell could himsel f describ e (and reject ) indentur e i n 184 0 as 
'a ne w syste m o f slavery'. 64 Apprenticeshi p wa s indenture ; 
indenture was slavery; in an important sense , they were al l one. 

But th e trues t testimon y t o th e bondag e i n continuu m tha t 
May and July 183 8 marked wa s no t tha t give n b y words i n th e 
British Parliamen t bu t th e experienc e o f thos e wh o wer e t o 
labour o n th e suga r plantations . Lik e th e slave s befor e them , 
Indian indenture d labourer s ha d firs t t o endur e thei r ow n 
passage acros s the Kala  Pant 65—The Blac k Waters—their ow n 
diaspora, no t s o unlik e tha t earlie r perniciou s traffi c i n huma n 
cargo. Arthur Seymour has described the Middle Passage in these 
terms: 

A ferry o f infam y fro m th e hear t o f Afric a 
Roots torn an d bleedin g fro m thei r nativ e soi l 
A stain o f rac e spreadin g acros s the ocean. 66 

And so, indeed, i t was. It remains an apt description of the ferr y 
that wa s t o succee d it , beginnin g wit h th e Hesperus  an d th e 
Whitby, crossing from the heart of India, spreading another stain 
of race acros s th e ocean . 

And the identity of experience continued beyond the journey 
into the labouring—a n experienc e i n it s totality wel l describe d 
by Hugh Tinker a s an 'exil e into bondage'.67 Perhaps the trues t 
symbol o f th e unbroke n chai n betwee n slaver y an d indentur e 
was the tenement rang e or 'logie ' of the inherited 'nigge r yard' : 
the squalid , foul , degenerate , huddle d pen s tha t passe d fo r 
housing fo r slav e and indenture d laboure r alike . 'Nigge r Yard' , 
'Coolie Yard', 'Bound Yard' were all one, only the labels changed 
to matc h th e changin g styl e o f servitude. 68 Lik e th e slave , th e 
Indian immigrant was subject to the coercion of the whip and to 
the ne w coercio n o f crimina l la w applie d fo r labou r offence s 
such as absenteeism and lack of identity documents which were 
not crime s unde r th e genera l law. 69 N o wonde r th e Roya l 
Commission in 1870 described the indentured Indian as trapped 
by the law, 'in the hands of a system which elaborately twists and 
turns hi m abou t bu t alway s leave s hi m fac e t o fac e wit h a n 
impossibility'.70 

In his Foreword to Walter Rodney's A History of  the Guyanese 
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Working People,  1881-1905—a histor y whose central thesis was 
that share d commo n experienc e betwee n indentur e an d slav -
ery—George Lammin g sums up th e crue l realitie s o f indentur e 
thus: 

Indentured labour was bound labour. It was deprived of 
all mobilit y an d wa s therefor e condemne d t o provid e 
that reliabilit y o f servic e a  cro p lik e suga r demanded . 
The plante r class , wit h th e ful l permissio n o f th e 
metropolitan power , ha d give n itsel f th e lega l righ t t o 
deploy this labour as it pleased. As Rodney emphasises, 
here, wit h grea t relevanc e t o man y a  contemporar y 
situation, what the ruling class could not acquire by the 
normal play of the market forces ha d now been appro -
priated through legal sanctions. Indentured Indian labour 
was enslaved by the tyranny of the law that decided their 
relations t o th e lan d wher e the y walked , an d worke d 
and slept. 71 

Rodney himself emphasised the link with characteristic penetra -
tion: 

... indenture d labou r ha d a s it s ultimat e functio n th e 
guaranteeing o f plante r contro l ove r th e entir e labou r 
process .. . this alone justified the continuation of inden-
tureship, irrespectiv e o f th e cos t t o th e individua l 
proprietor an d t o th e genera l taxpaye r .. . Mor e tha n 
anything else, it was the regimented social and industrial 
control whic h cause d indentur e t o approximat e s o 
closely to slavery. 72 

In hi s origina l lette r t o Gillanders , Arbuthno t &  Co . o f 4 
January 1836 , John Gladston e ha d painte d a  pictur e o f lif e o n 
Vreed-en-Hoop (o r an y o f hi s othe r estates ) whic h wa s no t 
merely an embellishmen t o f reality but a  total travesty o f truth : 

Our Plantation Labour in the Field is very light; much of 
it, particularl y i n Demerara , i s don e b y Tas k Work , 
which for the Day is usually completed by Two o'cloc k 
in the Afternoon, givin g to the People al l the rest of the 
Day to themselves. They are furnished with comfortabl e 
Dwellings an d a n Abundanc e o f Food ; ...The y hav e 
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likewise an annual Allowance of Clothing sufficient an d 
suitable for the Climate; there are Schools on each Estate 
for the Education of the Children, and the instruction of 
their Parents in the Knowledge of their Religious Duties. 
Their Houses ar e comfortable an d i t may be fairl y sai d 
they pas s thei r Time agreeabl y an d happily. 73 

He was describing slave labour and promising those same idyllic 
conditions to those who took the place o f the slaves . The sam e 
conditions did prevail for the newcomers; but they were hardl y 
idyllic. Indenture , lik e slavery , wa s roote d i n massiv e self -
induced illusio n o f th e kin d Candid e encountere d i n Surinam : 
'the mani a o f believing tha t al l is good whe n al l is bad' . 

Only a  fe w year s later , Joh n Scobl e wa s t o revea l th e 
conditions a t Vreed-en-Hoo p whic h th e passenger s o f th e 
Hesperus actuall y encountered . Complaint s ha d bee n mad e t o 
the Governo r tha t the y wer e bein g ill-treate d an d a n enquir y 
resulted. Scoble was by then in Guiana and imposed himsel f o n 
the proceedings . Th e resul t wa s a  devastatin g indictmen t o f 
conditions a t Vreed-en-Hoop. Floggin g an d confinemen t wer e 
proved beyon d al l dispute . Tw o o f th e wome n wh o gav e 
evidence (bot h presumabl y free d slaves ) spok e i n these terms : 

According t o Rose : 

They appeared to me as severely punished as my matties 
were, durin g th e apprenticeship ; whe n flogged,  the y 
were flogged with a cat, the same as was formerly in use; 
they brought al l from the sick-house together, and took 
them to the negro-yard to be flogged;  the y were tied to 
a post . 

Elizabeth Caesa r said : 

The Coolies were locked up in the sick house, and next 
morning the y were flogged  wit h a  cat-o'-nine-tails ; th e 
manager was in the house, and they flogged the people 
under his house; they were tied to the post of the gallery 
of the manager's house; I cannot tell how many licks; he 
gave the m enough . I  sa w blood . Whe n the y wer e 
flogged a t manager's house , they rubbed sal t pickle o n 
their backs. 74 
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The report of that enquiry was dated 2 May 1839. By 3 August, 
Gladstone wa s writin g t o the Marqui s o f Normand y that : 

The people continue d cheerfu l an d contented ; bu t evi l 
disposed persons have recently gone among them, an d 
have endeavoure d t o creat e a  ba d an d dissatisfie d 
feeling, i n which they have partially succeeded, a s is at 
present too generally the case in England, where similar 
effects ar e produced by the Chartists and others, among 
the lowe r classes. 75 

The trut h i s i t neede d n o 'evi l dispose d persons ' t o persuad e 
those trapped b y the 'Gladston e experiment ' t o flee  it s horrors. 
Perhaps th e mos t patheti c stor y o f al l i s tha t o f th e twent y 
indentured labourers landed by the Whitby  who, trying to escape 
from Plantatio n Highbury in April/May 1839 , 'cut their way, du e 
east, fo r man y miles through th e bush , i n the hope o f reachin g 
Bengal';76 plaintive resonances o f that firs t Gillander s letter : 'th e 
Natives being perfectly ignoran t of the Place they agree to go to, 
or the lengt h o f the Voyage the y ar e Undertaking' . 

Not much had changed in the Vreed-en-Hoop stable from th e 
days o f Jack Gladston e an d th e 182 3 revolt. B y now, however , 
its squali d realitie s wer e becomin g a  proble m fo r it s owners ' 
son—the future Prim e Minister of England. John Gladstone sol d 
up: Vreed-en-Hoop went in July 1840 for ¿53,000. 'The Coolies', 
he remarked, 'ar e excellent bait for effecting th e sales':77 'pieces', 
not 'people' . With the proceeds, Gladstone se t up a  trust for hi s 
children, including William: Demerara contributing to the futur e 
British Prim e Minister' s financia l independence , thoug h h e 
protested at the time that 'this increased wealth so much beyon d 
my needs wit h it s attendant responsibilit y i s very burdensome , 
however o n hi s par t th e ac t b e beautiful'. 78 Th e meanin g o f 
Vreed-en-Hoop i s 'Peace and Hope' . 15 0 years ago i t helped t o 
bring both to the Gladstone family; but neither to the children of 
slavery an d indenture . 

On the final division of Gladstone's estate in 1848, the hous e 
in Carlton Gardens went to William.79 John Gladstone had neve r 
lived i n Guyana ; bu t th e sal e o f Vreed-en-Hoop , an d late r 
Success, was, in a sense, his act of retirement from Demerara and 
the West Indies. He left behind, however, the legacy of indenture 
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which h e ha d begu n wit h th e Hesperus  i n 1838 , an d whic h 
resumed i n 184 5 despit e th e earlie r protestation s o f Lor d John 
Russell. For 80 years after that first arrival, indenture would tread 
the same circle towards prohibition a s slavery had don e befor e 
emancipation. 

In 1929 , the Rev . C . F. Andrews—Gandhi's truste d friend — 
visited Guyan a an d m y parent' s humbl e hom e i n New Amster -
dam. M y fathe r ha d manage d th e Berbic e en d o f hi s visi t t o 
Guyana an d h e i n tur n wa s intereste d i n J. I.' s effort s fo r th e 
education o f India n girls ; effort s tha t were t o contribut e t o th e 
withdrawal fou r year s late r o f th e Swettenha m Circula r whic h 
since 190 4 ha d retarde d th e educatio n o f th e daughter s o f 
indenture. That evening i n New Amsterdam I  was stil l a tearfu l 
infant not yet a year old. It is now part of family lore that the old 
priest took m e i n his arms, quieted th e cryin g and gav e m e hi s 
blessing.80 My mother, at least, had hope for me thereafter. Later , 
in 1936 , C. F. Andrews, a t the en d o f a  sentimenta l visi t to Fiji , 
placed hi s fait h i n th e 'power s o f recovery ' o f th e indenture d 
Indians.81 That powe r o f recovery—wha t I  hav e earlie r i n thi s 
Lecture calle d 'th e proces s o f renewal'—wa s a  powe r an d a 
quality which the children of Indian indenture shared with their 
brothers an d sister s o f African descen t wh o ar e th e childre n o f 
slavery i n it s cruellest form . Whe n Marti n Carte r proclaimed : 

From the nigger-yard o f yesterday I  come with 
my burde n 
To the world o f tomorrow I  turn with m y strength. 82 

he spok e fo r al l wh o wer e th e victim s o f bot h slaver y an d 
indenture; he spok e o f al l who share d i n Guyana th e commo n 
experience of bondage and, out of bondage, in the genesis of the 
nation. And he spoke with truth of hope well justified. Ho w the 
children o f slaver y an d indentur e woul d us e thei r power s o f 
recovery however, what pathways the process of renewal would 
follow, would depend i n large measure on whether slavery and 
indenture were indeed perceived as the unifying experience that 
it was. This process o f renewal wa s crucia l to Guyana' s future ; 
it, too, was par t o f the genesi s o f the nation . 

But somethin g els e need s t o b e acknowledged . Indentur e 
could no t hav e thrived i f the man y who cam e ha d no t firs t fel t 
the need to leave. When everything i s said about the deceit an d 
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coercion an d sometime s outrigh t kidnappin g o f indenture d 
immigrants, ther e remain s th e uncomfortabl e realit y tha t th e 
great majorit y wh o crosse d th e Kala  Pani  di d s o becaus e o f a 
desperate urge to escape from destitutio n an d despair . Crushe d 
down by poverty, by landlessness and landlordism and, for some 
at least , b y th e hopelessnes s o f th e cast e system , the y were i n 
flight fro m bondage . Wha t th e fraudulenc e an d iniquit y o f 
indenture did was to lure them from on e trap into another; the y 
exchanged a familiar servitude at the base of the Indian economic 
and socia l syste m fo r th e eve n mor e alienate d inequalit y o f 
plantation serfdom. Thei r escape from bondag e would turn ou t 
to be exil e int o bondage o f anothe r kind. 83 

Yet it was not a meaningless exchange. Although the shackles 
of the plantation system were not easily cast off, an d despite the 
exploitative and lifeless character of indenture, there was always 
the prospec t o f eventua l releas e an d renewal : a  prospec t no t 
vouchsafed the m in the ancestral home o f 19t h century India — 
as some who returned discovered . Certainly , for the generatio n 
that would follow, afte r the ignominy of indenture would com e 
opportunity. Ther e ar e man y lesson s here ; amon g the m th e 
sobering one that the arrival of the Hesperus  and the Whitby  ar e 
worthy o f commemoratio n fo r th e additiona l reaso n that , i n a 
paradoxical way, that arrival, along with slavery's abolition, was 
the beginning o f recovery i n a  more ultimat e sense—th e sens e 
in which togethe r the y marke d th e genesi s o f the nation . 

You and I, my generation and the one that followed, are heirs 
to a  formidable traditio n o f individua l effor t fo r recovery . Tha t 
effort gathere d momentu m i n th e en d year s o f th e nineteent h 
century and reached a  high point i n the 1920 s and 1930 s as the 
capacity o f th e childre n o f slaver y an d indentur e fo r self -
improvement enlarge d directl y throug h education—educatio n 
which they rightly prized almost above all else. In the families of 
each o f u s i s tha t recor d o f strivin g upwards , o f workin g 
assiduously, ofte n quit e modestly , bu t alway s steadil y toward s 
the goal of self-improvement—a generatio n for whom the work 
ethic becam e a n almos t natura l elemen t o f th e proces s o f 
survival. 

We hav e a  lo t t o retriev e fro m thos e years , an d fro m th e 
traditions of our parents' generation. When I  went to London in 
1947 to study Law, my father went with me. He was fulfilling hi s 
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own life-long ambition to be a lawyer and had already done most 
of the firs t par t of the Bar exams in Guiana. I n the six months i t 
took me to settle down and tackle one subject a t the Bar, he had 
passed hi s finals. I  was 19 ; he was 44 . He hardly practised law , 
and I would guess that he was a better teacher than he would ever 
have bee n a  practising lawyer ; bu t h e ha d fulfille d tha t drivin g 
urge for further education—fo r betterment , fulfilmen t o f poten -
tial. An d tha t wa s typica l o f hi s generation . Ca n w e us e thi s 
Commemoration t o recaptur e som e o f tha t enthusias m fo r 
learning? Unles s I am much mistaken, we are in danger of going 
in anothe r direction—makin g a  cultur e o f th e pork-knocker' s 
materialist dream. Yet El Dorado alway s was a city of the mind . 

And there are other victories for huma n fulfilmen t stil l to b e 
won i n Guyana , a s i n man y countries . I n th e las t decad e i n 
particular, internationa l economic condition s have been cruell y 
harsh fo r developin g countrie s an d hav e take n a  heav y tol l o f 
vulnerable economie s lik e ours . Bu t w e mus t admi t als o tha t 
mistakes have been made. The richness of our natural resources, 
good level s of education an d the resourcefulness o f our peopl e 
should have provided greater resilience. Venturing out boldly in 
largely unchartere d water s an d rememberin g th e exploitatio n 
and repressio n tha t was s o muc h a  par t o f ou r history , w e ha d 
to be pioneering and, therefore, to risk making mistakes. But we 
would be bad pioneers i f we fai l to admit to such mistakes, an d 
to learn from them—a s others are doing throughou t the world , 
including major nations like the Soviet Union and China . To fai l 
to do so is to fall far behind, an d i t will be littl e comfort the n t o 
applaud ou r consistenc y i f i t be consistenc y i n error . 

But the nee d no t t o fal l behind i s even mor e pointe d i n th e 
context of this Commemoration; because the challenge that faces 
developing countries , Guyan a included , i s no t merel y th e 
challenge o f economic development , bu t the fact tha t in failur e 
lies the danger o f returning to a new dependency—a ne w kin d 
of colonialism—derivin g fro m economi c weakness : a  retur n 
along the pat h fro m whenc e w e hav e come . We canno t affor d 
such retrogression; and circumstances surely are now propitious 
for renewa l an d a  rea l lea p forward . Th e visio n w e hav e o f a 
prosperous Guyan a i s no t a n empt y one . I t i s attainabl e wit h 
sustained effor t a t economic an d politica l reform; wit h continu -
ing endeavou r t o liberalis e th e environmen t s o tha t Guyanes e 
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can give of their best ; with positive actio n to remove insecurit y 
and fear on the part of all sections of our society. But leadership 
and goo d directio n ar e no t enough . Muc h mus t be contribute d 
by th e peopl e o f Guyan a i n a  grea t movemen t o f chang e an d 
reconstruction. 

Relevant t o tha t proces s o f rebuilding , i s a  cardina l lesso n 
from th e event s o f 15 0 year s ago : th e lesso n tha t a  specia l 
obligation devolve s o n u s a s th e childre n o f slaver y an d 
indenture an d colonialism. I t is the obligation to ensure tha t n o 
trace o f servitud e linger s o r re-emerge s i n ou r societ y unde r 
whatever guise. The legacy of bondage is a continuing one; one 
which onl y a  vigilan t societ y ca n eradicate . Whereve r racism , 
oppression, intolerance, authoritarianism, dominion of whatever 
kind, encroache s o n huma n freedo m i t stalks in the shado w o f 
slavery an d indenture . W e mus t neve r allo w ourselve s th e 
complacency of believing that their shadows have been lifted fo r 
all time from ou r country or our region; we must be vigorous in 
ensuring tha t they neve r fal l agai n upo n u s fro m an y quarter . 

In truth, slaver y an d indentur e hav e lef t Guian a a  legacy o f 
challenge. Almos t everythin g abou t them—abou t th e system s 
themselves and about the linkages between them—emphasise d 
difference an d prompted division. How else but with resentment 
could newly freed Africa n slave s react to immigrants arriving to 
deny the m th e righ t to the economi c bettermen t whic h shoul d 
have bee n th e ver y frui t o f freedom ? Yet , ho w wer e th e ne w 
arrivals to escape the fate o f being pawns i n a game o f life an d 
death they endured but scarcely understood? 'You make huma n 
beings the subjec t o f your commerce , a s if they were merchan -
dise, an d yo u refus e the m th e benefi t o f th e grea t la w whic h 
governs al l commercia l dealings—tha t th e suppl y mus t eve r 
adapt itsel f t o th e demand' : thu s Brougha m (quotin g Pitt ) 
inveighed in vain at the very start of Indian indenture to Guiana.84 

Slavery, apprenticeship , indentur e wer e ingredient s o f a  poi -
soned brew which left a toxic residue of race. From that cup, we 
must declin e t o sip ; for u s to do s o would b e t o stage the fina l 
act in a  tragedy o f others ' making playe d ou t b y ourselves . Fa r 
better, t o create a  propitious denouemen t o f our own: one tha t 
denies a  victory to 'otherness ' and make s our national motto of 
'one people ' reflec t no t jus t a  piou s hop e bu t a  presen t livin g 
reality. 
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If thi s Commemoration—no w an d in  July—i s t o fulfi l it s 
highest purposes, it must help us to rise to the real challenge that 
events 15 0 years ago have bequeathed to us: the challenge truly 
to make those events the genesis of a nation. We will be able to 
do so only when we understand truly that slavery and indentur e 
were a  continuum, tha t thei r victims share d a  common experi -
ence of bondage, that the same history which tempts us to mutual 
alienation create d a  primordia l kinship— a heritag e o f onenes s 
we have been prone to squander but need ceaselessly to cherish 
and enlarge . Beyon d genesis , tha t surel y mus t b e th e fina l 
revelation. 
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APPENDIX (A) 

John Gladstone's slave compensation 

William Gladstone' s calculatio n o f his father's slav e compensatio n fro m Guian a 

Note :  To the above would be added som e £15,000 as 
Gladstone's shar e of the compensatio n fo r slaves he 'owned ' 
jointly with Robertso n Gladston e and George Grant . 
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APPENDIX (B) 

Correspondence o n India n Indentur e 

COPY of a  LETTER from JOHN GLADSTON E ESQUIRE t o 
LORD GLENELG—With Enclosure s 
(as recorded i n Colonia l Papers : Parliamentary—1838 ) 

Carlton Gardens , 28t h Februar y 183 8 

My Lord, 
Agreeably t o wha t passe d Yesterday , whe n w e ha d th e 

Honour of an Interview with your Lordship, I now beg to enclose 
for your Perusal Copies of the Instructions which I transmitted to 
my Correspondents at Calcutta, authorizing them to provide and 
engage a  limited Number of Hill Coolies, who were disposed t o 
emigrate as free Labourer s to British Guiana, for the Purpose of 
being employe d o n ou r Plantation s there , unde r th e Orde r i n 
Council dated the 12th July last, together with their Letter which 
replied t o th e firs t o f mine . I  have no t ye t hear d o f th e Ship' s 
Arrival there on board o f which they were intende d to embark , 
but expec t t o d o s o daily . As the Instruction s give n b y Messrs . 
Davidson, Barkley, and Co., and Mr. Colville, were in all respects 
similar to mine, we think it unnecessary to trouble your Lordship 
with Copies of them, but we enclose one of a Letter received b y 
them fro m ou r Correspondent s a t Calcutta . Shoul d i t b e you r 
Lordship's Wish to have these Papers laid upon the Table of the 
House o f Lords , and printe d fo r th e Use of their Lordships , i t is 
not only agreeable to us that this should be done, but our Hop e 
that it will be adopted. To these Papers we solicit your Lordship's 
Attention as connected with a Measure which we consider to be 
one of vital Importance to the West India Colonies; believing, as 
we do, that unless such or other Means are adopted to promot e 
the Emigration of free Labourer s to be employed i n their futur e 
Cultivation, thei r productive Advantages are likely to be greatl y 
diminished i f not wholly lost to the Mother Country, particularl y 
in the Colonie s o f Jamaica an d Britis h Guiana , fro m th e Perio d 
in 1840 , when th e Negr o Apprenticeship wil l terminate . I t i s a 
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Subject i n whic h w e ar e deepl y intereste d a s Planter s an d 
Merchants. W e spea k advisedly ; an d be g t o invit e furthe r 
Enquiry, i f desired , tha t Evidenc e migh t b e produce d a t thei r 
Lordships Ba r in suppor t o f these Statements . 
I have th e Honou r t o be , 

on behal f o f Messrs . Davidson, Barkley , an d Co. , 
Mr. Colville and myself , 
My Lord, yours , &c. 

(signed) JOH N GLADSTONE . 

To the Lor d Glenelg , 
&c. &c. &c. 

(Enclosures o f Mr . Gladstone' s Lette r 28t h February , 1838. ) 

-(D-

COPY of a  LETTER from JOHN GLADSTON E Esquire t o 
Messrs. GILLANDERS, ARBUTHNOT, an d Co . 

Liverpool, 4t h January 1836 . 

Dear Sirs , 

I met with an Accident here abou t Three Weeks ago , which 
confined me to the House, from which I am now recovering, and 
hope i n a  few Day s to be abl e to return t o Edinburgh; thi s wil l 
account to you for using my Son's Pen for writing in place of my 
own. 

I observe by a Letter which he received a few Days ago fro m 
Mr. Arbuthnot, tha t he was sending a considerable Number of a 
certain Class of Bengalees, to be employed a s Labourers, to th e 
Mauritius. 
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You wil l probabl y b e awar e tha t w e ar e ver y particularl y 
situated with our Negro Apprentices in the West Indies, and that 
it i s a  Matte r o f Doub t an d Uncertaint y ho w fa r the y ma y b e 
induced t o continue thei r Services on the Plantations afte r thei r 
Apprenticeship expire s i n 1840 . This to us i s a  Subjec t o f grea t 
Moment an d dee p Interes t i n th e Colonie s o f Demerar a an d 
Jamaica. We are therefore most desirous to obtain and introduc e 
Labourers fro m othe r Quarters , an d particularl y fro m Climate s 
something simila r in their Nature . Our Plantatio n Labou r i n th e 
Field i s very light; much o f it , particularly i n Demerara, i s don e 
by Task Work, which fo r the Da y is usually completed b y Tw o 
o'clock i n the Afternoon, givin g to the People al l the rest of th e 
Day to themselves. They are furnished wit h comfortable Dwell -
ings an d Abundanc e o f Food ; Plantains , th e Produc e o f th e 
Colony, bein g th e mos t common , an d preferre d generall y b y 
them, bu t the y hav e als o occasionall y Rice , Indian Cor n Meal , 
Ships Biscuits , and a  regular Suppl y o f Sal t Cod-fish, a s well a s 
the Power of fishing fo r themselves i n the Trenches. They hav e 
likewise an annual Allowance of Clothing sufficient an d suitabl e 
for the Climate; there are Schools on each Estate for the Education 
of th e Children , an d th e Instructio n o f thei r Parent s i n th e 
Knowledge of their Religious Duties. Their Houses are comfort -
able, and it may be fairly said they pass their Time agreeably and 
happily. Marriages are encouraged, and when improper Conduct 
on the Part of the People takes place there are public Stipendiary 
Magistrates, who tak e cognizanc e o f such , an d judg e betwee n 
them an d thei r Employers . The y hav e regula r Medica l Atten -
dance wheneve r the y ar e indisposed , a t th e Expens e o f thei r 
Employers. I  hav e bee n particula r i n describin g th e presen t 
Situation and Occupation of our People, to which I ought to add, 
that their Employment i n the Field is clearing the Land with th e 
Hoe and , where required , plantin g fresh Canes . In the Works a 
Portion ar e occupied i n making Suga r and i n the Distilleries , i n 
which the y relieve each other , which make s thei r Labour light . 
It is of great Importance to us to endeavour to provide a Portion 
of other Labourers whom m e might use as a Set-off, and , whe n 
the Tim e fo r i t comes , make s us , a s fa r a s i t i s possible , 
independent o f our Negro Population; and i t has occurred to us 
that a moderate Number of Bengalees, such as you were sending 
to the Isle of France, might be very suitable for our Purpose; and 
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on thi s Subject I  am now desirou s to obtain al l the Informatio n 
you can possibly give me. The Number I  should think of taking 
and sendin g b y On e Vesse l direc t fro m Calcutt a t o Demerar a 
would be about 100; they ought to be young, active, able-bodied 
People. It would be desirable that a Portion of them, at least One 
Half, should be married, and their Wives disposed to work in the 
Field as well as they themselves. We should require to bind them 
for a  Period no t les s than Fiv e years or more than Seve n Years. 
They would be provided with comfortable Dwellings , Food, and 
Medical Attendance ; the y would also , i f required, b e provide d 
with Clothing , o r Wages t o provid e themselves , which , fo r th e 
able-bodied, woul d no t exceed Fou r Dollars per Month, and i n 
that Proportion for Females and their Children as they grow up; 
a free Passage would be given to them to Demerara, where they 
would b e divided , an d Twenty to Thirty placed o n On e Planta -
tion. I do not know whether the Class referred t o are likely to be 
of a particular Caste, and under the Influence of certain Religious 
Feelings, and also restricted to any particular Kind of Food; if so, 
we mus t endeavou r t o provid e fo r the m accordingly . Yo u wil l 
particularly oblige me by giving me, on Receipt, all the Informa -
tion you possibly can on this interesting Subject, for should it be 
of a n encouragin g Characte r I  should immediatel y engag e fo r 
One o f our Ship s to go t o Calcutta , an d tak e a  limited Numbe r 
to Demerara, and from thence return here. On all other Subject s 
I refer yo u t o Letter s from th e House ; an d alway s am , 

Dear Sirs , 
Yours truly , 

JOHN GLADSTONE . 

Since writin g s o fa r i t ha s occurre d t o me , tha t i n bringin g 
Lascars from India Security is required that they shall be returned 
to the Country. I do not know whether this would extend to any 
particular Caste being brought t o the West Indies, or whether i t 
is applicable i n the Instanc e you hav e mentioned o f those sen t 
to th e Mauritius . Severa l Importation s fro m th e Madeira s an d 
Azores hav e take n plac e int o Demerara , an d s o fa r wit h goo d 
Effects o n th e Minds of the Blacks . 
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- ( 2 ) -
COPY of LETTE R from Messrs . GILLANDERS, 

ARBUTHNOT, an d Co . to JOHN GLADSTON E Esquir e 

Calcutta, 6t h June 1836 . 
Dear Sir , 

We be g t o acknowledg e you r Lette r o f th e 4t h January , 
referring t o your Desire to procure Native s from thi s part of th e 
World to work upon your Estates in the West Indies, and in some 
Degree render you independen t o f the Negro Population a t the 
Termination of the present System; and i t is with Regret we fin d 
that a t th e Tim e th e Lette r unde r Repl y wa s writte n yo u wer e 
suffering fro m a n Accident , th e Effect s o f which , however , w e 
hope er e thi s are entirel y gone . 

Within the last Two Years upwards of Two thousand Native s 
have been sent from this to the Mauritius by several Parties here 
under Contracts of Engagement for Five Years. The Contracts, we 
believe, are all of a similar Nature; and we enclose Copy of one, 
under which we have sent 700 or 800 Men to the Mauritius; and 
we are not aware that any greater Difficulty would present itsel f 
in sending Me n to the Wes t Indies , the Native s being perfectl y 
ignorant o f th e Plac e the y agre e t o g o to , o r th e Lengt h o f th e 
Voyage they are undertaking. The Tribe that is found to suit best 
in the Mauritius is from the Hills to the North of Calcutta, and the 
Men of which are all well-limbed and active , without Prejudice s 
of any Kind, and hardly any Ideas beyond those of supplying the 
Wants o f Nature , arising i t would appear , however , mor e fro m 
Want of Opportunity than from any natural Deficiency, o f which 
there i s no Indication i n their Countenance, which i s often on e 
of Intelligence . The y ar e als o very docil e an d easil y managed , 
and appear to have no local Ties, nor any Objection to leave their 
Country. 

In the event of your determining to introduce these People in 
the West Indies and sending a Ship for them, a  Contract such as 
the one enclosed, if approved of, o r modified o r enlarged as you 
may think necessary , ma y be entere d int o with an y Number o f 
Men yo u woul d wis h u s t o procure , an d thi s Contrac t upo n 
landing the Men i n the West Indies an d bein g registere d a t th e 
Police Office, would we conclude give your Managers sufficien t 
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Power to insist upon their performing an y reasonable Task they 
may be se t to . Such ha s been th e Cas e i n the Mauritius , and i n 
one or two Instances where the Men have been idle or lazy, they 
have bee n punishe d b y th e competen t Authority . I t woul d 
perhaps avoi d After-discussion wer e the Currency in which th e 
Men will be paid, and its equivalent Value with the Rupee, stated 
in the Contract . The best Period fo r procuring and shippin g th e 
Men is , in ou r col d Season , betwee n th e Months o f Novembe r 
and April, and the Instruction to procure the Men should precede 
the Shi p about Tw o Months , to giv e Time to collec t them; w e 
should of course not be able to find a Cargo for the Ship, but some 
morghy Rice might be sent, which with a little Care would kee p 
for Thre e Years . 

The Security taken by Government here upon taking Natives 
to England is to protect the East India Company from Loss in the 
event o f Native s bein g lef t i n Englan d withou t th e Mean s o f 
Subsistence o r o f findin g thei r Wa y back , i n whic h Cas e th e 
Company are bound to provide for them until a Passage to India 
can b e procured , bu t n o Guarante e i s require d upo n sendin g 
Men elsewhere ; a s howeve r th e Colonia l Governmen t wil l 
probably make the Importer enter into an Agreement that thes e 
Men shall be no Burden to the Colony, a Provision is made in the 
Contract to withhold so much of their Allowances as will pay their 
Passage back , shoul d i t be foun d necessar y t o discharg e the m 
before thei r Period o f Servic e has expired . 

We fear we shoul d no t find s o many a s Half of the Numbe r 
provided wit h Wives ; as , however , ou r Friend s a t th e Isl e o f 
France have always discouraged the Men being so accompanied, 
we ar e no t very wel l abl e t o say how fa r th e Women migh t b e 
induced t o go . 

Our Letters from th e Isle of France speak very favourably o f 
the Men hitherto sent, many of whom our Friends write to us have 
their Task completed by Two o'clock, an d go home, leaving the 
Negroes i n the Field . 

We are not aware that we ca n say any more on thi s Subject , 
unless we add, that in inducing these Men to leave their Country, 
we firmly believe we are breaking no Ties of Kindred, or in any 
way actin g a  cruel Part . 

The Hill Tribes, known by the Name of Dhangurs, are looked 
down upon by the more cunning Natives of the Plains, and they 

64 



A Heritage of  Oneness 

are always spoken of as more akin to the Monkey than the Man. 
They have no Religion, no Education, and in their present State , 
no Wants beyond Eating, Drinking, and Sleeping; and to procure 
which the y ar e willin g t o labour . I n sendin g Me n t o suc h a 
Distance, i t would o f course be necessary to be more particula r 
in selecting them, and some little Expense would be incurred, as 
also some Trouble; but to aid any Objec t o f Interes t to you, w e 
should willingly give ou r best Exertions in any Manner likely to 
be o f Service . 

We are , 
Dear Sir , 
Yours very faithfully , 

GILLANDERS, ARBUTHNOT, an d Co . 

P.S.—You wil l observe , upo n readin g ove r the For m o f ou r 
Contract, tha t i t is registered i n our Polic e Office , an d authenti -
cated b y On e o f the Magistrates , i n whose Presenc e th e Docu -
ment i s signed, afte r th e Natur e o f i t has been explaine d t o th e 
Parties i n their ow n Language . 

(Signed) G. , A. , & Co. 
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COPY FORM OF CONTRACT alluded to in preceding Letter . 

Between th e undersigned actin g o n 
behalf o f o f Mauritius, an d 
the Native s whos e Name s ar e hereunt o affixed , th e followin g 
Agreement has been entered into by the several Parties bindin g 
themselves t o the Observanc e o f the Condition s thereof : 

1st. The Natives agree to proceed to the Isle of France, to work 
as Labourers there , upon a  Suga r Estat e the Propert y o f 

and to remain there, if required, for the Time of Five Years. 

2dly. The Passage of the Natives to the Mauritius shall be paid 
by wh o shal l also provide a  Passag e 
again t o this Country, a t the En d o f Five Years, for eac h Nativ e 
who ma y the n wis h t o return ; bu t i f an y Individual , fro m an y 
Cause, shoul d b e discharge d o r leave th e Employmen t o f 

before th e Expiratio n o f Fiv e Years, such Indi -
vidual shal l have n o Clai m on hi m for a  Passage . 

3dly. The Pay of the Natives shall be fixed a t the Rate of Five 
Rupees per Month for each Man. The Labour required from the m 
will b e tha t o f diggin g Holes , weedin g Canes , workin g i n th e 
Sugar-house, repairing Roads and Bridges, or otherwise makin g 
themselves useful, according to their Ability, as ma y 
order them; the Quantity of daily Labour required fro m eac h t o 
be fixed b y the Manager o f the Property ; the Pay of One Sirda r 
shall be fixed a t Seven Rupees per Month, and that of One Mate 
Six Rupees, an d Boy s a t Three Rupee s pe r Month . 

4thly. As mus t be responsible to Government tha t the 
Natives shall not be a Burden to the Colony, in the event of their 
being discharged or leaving their Employments, One Rupee pe r 
Month shal l b e retaine d fro m th e Pa y o f eac h Individual , unti l 
there shal l be a  sufficient Su m to provide a  Passage for eac h t o 
Calcutta; shoul d n o suc h Contingenc y tak e place , th e Mone y 
shall be restore d a t the End o f Five Years. 

5thly. In addition to the Pay as above fixed, Food and Clothing 
shall be supplie d t o each a s follows — 
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Fourteen Chettacks of Rice (about 2 lbs.), Two Ditto of Dholl, 
Two Ounce s o f Salt , an d som e Oi l an d Tamarind , daily ; an d 
annually fo r each , Clothin g a s follows ; Tw o Dhooties , Tw o 
Blankets, On e Jacket, an d On e Cap . 

6thly. Eac h Individua l shal l receiv e Si x Month s Pa y i n 
advance, fo r whic h h e shal l give  a n Acknowledgemen t here ; 
their Pay to commence from the Date of their going on board the 
Ship. 

7thly. The Nature of this Agreement (which shall be registered 
at the Police) is such, that each Native is individually responsible 
for the Observanc e o f it s Conditions by every one whose Mar k 
it bears ; an d i t i s furthe r agreed , tha t whil e i n Hospita l fro m 
Sickness o r an y othe r Cause , th e Pa y i s stoppe d durin g suc h 
Time. 
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