


In 2001-2003, the Secretariat produced

three films. Paths to Prosperity and Partners in

Development focus on the work of the
Secretariat and the Commonwealth Fund for

Technical Co-operation. A third film, Making a

Difference, deals with the historical
background of the modern Commonwealth
and the assistance it provides to its members
today. Videos of all three films were
distributed free of charge to broadcasters in
member countries, and are available for sale
from the Secretariat. Further such
productions are currently being planned.

Work has continued on improving the official
Commonwealth Secretariat website
(www.thecommonwealth.org) and
consolidating satellite sites of various
Secretariat Divisions under the main site. The
look and feel of the site were revamped in
2002 and more control added. The new post
of Editor, Websites was created and staffed.

The Commonwealth News and
information Service (CNIS) continued to issue
weekly e-mail news bulletins on
Commonwealth issues and events to
subscribers in governments, multilateral
agendies, the media, non-governmental
organisations and the academic community.
Since July 2001 millions of readers have had
access to the service via the main website and
the e-mail subscriber list has grown from
around 700 to more than 2,000, The primary
focus of the CNIS bulletins is the work of the
Secretariat; however it also covers activities of
Commonwealth civil society organisations,
responding to the Coolum Declaration’s call
for “stronger links and better two-way
communication and co-ordination between
the official and non-governmental
Commonwealth”.

As a knowledge-based organisation, the
Secretariat has become a publishing house of
repute in its own right. It published some 100
titles over the past two years. These titles
cover policy issues, case studies and best
practices in areas of Commonwealth
expertise, including globalisation and
multilateral trade issues, export and
enterprise development, education, gender,
public service management and reform,
human rights and corporate governance.

The Secretariat’s books have earned
themselves a respected position in the
marketplace, with orders received from
academic and reference libraries across the
Commonwealth and beyond. They are of
particular value to government departments,

policy-makers, lecturers, practitioners and
NGOs. In partnership with commercial
publishers, the Secretariat also produces
substantial reference manuals including The
Commonwealth Yearbook and The
Commonwealth Ministers Reference Book.

But the Secretariat’s publications are not
limited to books alone: it also produces a
range of brochures, magazines, leaflets and
posters providing general information about
the Commonwealth, the Secretariat and the
work of the association. These are distributed
free of charge at Commonwealth meetings
and public events such as open days and
exhibitions.

Commonwealth shared records dating
back 30 years are released each year by the
Secretariat. In this review period, records
from 1971 and 1972 were placed in the public
domain and details of the files posted to the
Secretariat website. These covered such
Commonwealth milestones as the meetings
of the Rhodesia Sanctions Committee,
Pakistan’s withdrawal from the
Commonwealth and Bangladesh’s application
to join, and the 1971 CHOGM in Singapore,
key outcomes of which included the setting
up of the Commonwealth Fund for Technical
Co-operation and the issuing of the
Declaration of Commanwealth Principles.

Commonwealth Day, observed on the second
Monday in March each year, continues to
provide an occasion for celebrating and
learning about the achievements and values
of the association. The Secretariat produces a
commemorative poster, overseeing
distribution of some 250,000 copies around
the Commonwealth, mainly to schools.

Parliaments, government ministries and
diplomatic missions celebrate
Commonwealth Day with speeches,
exhibitions and other activities. Special events
organised by the CYP’s Regional Centres
strengthen the focus on youth. Partner NGOs
also play a key role, particularly the Royal
Commonwealth Society, which programmes
activities through its branches in many
member countries and assists in identifying
the theme each year. In 2002 the theme was
‘Celebrating Diversity’ and in 2003 it was
‘Partners in Development’, foreshadowing a
major focus of the 2003 CHOGM in Abuja,
Nigeria.

The Secretariat supports the development of
a strong and independent media in member
countries as an essential component of a
sound democratic society, by providing
training in essential media skills. The
Commonwealth Media Development Fund is
an extra-budgetary resource funded by three
member governments: in 2001-2003,
Australia, India and the UK between them
contributed more than £450,000 to the Fund.
Working with a network of partner NGOs and
training institutions, the Fund delivered
training to some 750 media professionals
from more than 40 countries in 2001-2003.





