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RECENT ACTIVITIE S O F TH E LA W ASSOCIATIO N 
FOR ASI A AN D TH E WESTER N PACIFI C 

(LAWASIA) 

Memorandum b y th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t an d 
a pape r b y Mr . DAVI D GEDDES , Secretary-Genera l 

of LAWASIA , Sydney , N.S.W . Australi a 

The annexe d pape r ha s bee n prepare d a t th e invitatio n o f th e Secretaria t t o advis e 
Ministers o f th e recen t activitie s an d area s o f interes t o f LAWASIA , a  majo r regiona l 
grouping o f lawyer s wit h a n interes t i n promotin g th e Rul e o f Law , development , 
judicial assistanc e an d professiona l co-operation . 

2. A s wel l a s at tractin g a  considerabl e individua l membershi p bot h withi n an d 
beyond th e region , LAWASI A ha s succeede d i n at tractin g privat e fund s fo r it s wor k 
from commercia l concern s whic h se e specia l benefit s fo r internationa l trad e i n 
LAWASIA's activitie s i n th e commercia l field . 

3 . Minister s fro m withi n th e LAWASI A regio n ma y b e particularl y intereste d i n th e 
Organisat ion 's initiativ e i n preparin g a  Cod e concernin g th e recognitio n an d 
enforcement o f foreig n judgments , a n are a i n whic h th e Secretaria t itself , ha s bee n 
particularly activ e i n recen t yea r s . 

ANNEX T O LMM(83)1 3 

RECENT ACTIVITIE S O F TH E LA W ASSOCIATIO N 
FOR ASI A AN D TH E WESTER N PACIFI C 

(LAWASIA) 

Prepared b y 
Mr. DAVI D GEDDES , Secretary-Genera l o f 

LAWASIA, Sydney , N.S.W . Australi a 

LAWASIA i s a  non-governmenta l organisation , a n associatio n o f lawyer s -  privat e 
lawyers, governmen t lawyer s an d la w teachers . I t i s a  regiona l organisation , 
membership bein g restricte d t o Asi a an d th e Wester n Pacific . Membershi p i s ope n t o 
lawyers an d association s o f lawyer s i n countrie s whic h ar e member s o f ESCA P 
(Economic Commissio n fo r Asi a an d th e Pacific) . Othe r Asia n an d Pacifi c countrie s 
may b e include d b y decisio n o f th e Council . Lawyer s outsid e th e regio n ma y b e 
enrolled a s Friend s o f LAWASI A an d ther e i s als o provisio n fo r enrollin g corporat e 
subscr ibers an d benefactors . 

2. LAWASI A i s a  purel y professiona l organisatio n an d i s controlle d b y th e 
representat ives o f th e membe r association s o f practisin g lawyer s i n th e membe r 
countr ies . Suc h association s nominat e a  membe r fo r thei r countr y o n th e Counci l o f 
LAWASIA. Shoul d mor e tha n on e suc h associatio n i n a  countr y b e a  membe r the y 
jointly nominat e th e councillo r fo r th e count ry . LAWASI A i s no t governmenta l an d 
does no t engag e i n politica l activit ies . 

3 . LAWASI A wa s forme d a t a  conferenc e calle d b y th e La w Counci l o f Australi a i n 
Canberra i n Augus t 1966 . Representative s o f 1 8 countrie s i n th e the n -  ECAF E 
(Economic Commissio n fo r Asi a an d th e Fa r East ) regio n attende d th e conference . A 
constitution an d bylaw s wer e adopte d an d subsequentl y ratifie d b y th e associatio n 
of lawyer s representin g th e countrie s whic h ar e no w members . A  lis t o f membe r 
organisations appear s a t Appendi x I . 
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4. LAWASI A hold s conference s o f members , conduct s researc h project s int o lega l 
problems i n th e region , promote s contac t betwee n individua l lawyers , an d work s 
through nationa l ba r association s an d nationa l committee s fo r LAWASIA . I t publishe s 
a journal , LAWASIA , an d ha s publishe d a  numbe r o f book s resultin g fro m it s 
conferences an d researc h projects . 

5. LAWASI A has , i n recen t yea r s , continue d it s traditiona l activitie s an d ha s 
embarked upo n activitie s i n a  numbe r o f ne w fields . I n respec t o f th e former , 
LAWASIA ha s continue d t o s tag e i t s biennia l conferences , a t whic h topic s o f 
concern i n bot h th e commercia l la w an d socia l la w area s hav e bee n discussed . 

6. Conferenc e topic s i n recen t year s inc lude: -

(i) 1979 , a t Colombo , Sr i Lanka . 

(a) Internationa l Institution s fo r th e Protectio n o f Huma n Right s 
- Th e observanc e o f Huma n Right s i n th e LAWASI A Regio n 
- Europea n Conventio n o n Huma n Right s 
- Th e America n Conventio n o n Huma n Right s 
- Unite d Nation s Conventio n o n Huma n Right s 
- Adoptio n o f Existin g Convention s o n Huma n Right s i n th e LAWASI A 

Region 
- Th e establishmen t o f appropriat e internationa l machiner y fo r th e 

Enforcement an d Protectio n o f Huma n r ight s i n th e LAWASI A 
Region. 

(b) Protectio n o f Industria l an d Intellectua l Propert y i n th e Asia n Regio n 
- Legislativ e r ight s an d Relie f -

- Patent s 
- Pett y Patent s (Utilit y Models ) 
- Industria l Design s 
- Trad e Mark s 
- Servic e Mark s 
- Copyrigh t 
- Restrictiv e Trad e Practice s 
- Commo n La w Tort s 
- Passin g Of f 
- Unfai r Tradin g 
- Loca l Legislatio n an d Internationa l Treatie s 

(c) A  Comparativ e Stud y o f Defence s an d Defenc e Procedure s i n th e 
LAWASIA Regio n 
- Defence s -

- Insanit y 
- Dures s 
- Provacatio n 
- Sel f Defenc e 
- Burde n o f Proo f -  ha s i t change d i n respec t o f substant iv e 

Offences? 
- Defenc e Procedure s -

- Ple a Bargainin g 
- Plea s o f Guilt y an d Advic e i n respec t thereo f 
- Burde n o f Proo f -  shiftin g burden s (fo r example , i n respec t o f 

drug offence s an d Securit y Ac t offences ) 
- Procedure s i n respec t o f th e us e o f insanit y a s a  defenc e 
- Move  toward s codificatio n i n commo n la w countrie s 

(d) Regiona l Co-operatio n i n Lega l Educatio n 

(e) Applicatio n t o th e LAWASI A Regio n o f th e La w o f th e Se a Conferenc e 
Resolution 

The programm e als o includ e Meeting s o f th e LAWASI A Standin g Committee s i n th e 
areas o f Lega l Aid , Commercia l Arbitration , Environmenta l Law , Enforcemen t o f 
foreign Judgments , an d La w an d Drugs , togethe r wit h Meeting s o f th e LAWASI A 
Judicial Section , th e newl y forme d ASEA N Lawyer s Section , an d Interes t Group s i n 
the area s o f Commercia l Law , Famil y La w an d Lega l Practic e Abroad . 
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(ii) 1981 , a t Bangkok , Thailand : 

(a) Commercia l La w 
- Rol e o f Multinationa l Corporation s i n th e LAWASI A Regio n 
- Internationa l Commercia l Arbitratio n an d Enforcemen t o f Foreig n 

Judgments 

(b) Crimina l La w 
- Abortio n 
- Corporat e Crimina l Responsibilit y 
- Crimina l Sentencin g an d Procedur e Criteri a 

(c) Investmen t La w 
- Co-operatio n i n t rad e an d investmen t betwee n fre e enterpris e an d 

socialist countrie s an d th e examinatio n o f th e rol e o f Stat e Trad e 
Corporations 

(d) Socia l La w 
- Labou r Protectio n 
- Childre n an d parenta l Right s 
- Internationa l Protectio n o f Refugee s 

(iii) 1983 , Manila , Philippine s (t o b e hel d betwee n 9-1 3 Septembe r 198 3 wit h 
the them e "LAWASI A an d th e Ne w Dimension s o f Development") : 

(a) Th e Lega l Aspect s o f th e Changin g Internationa l Economi c Order : 
An Overvie w o n th e Ne w Dimension s o f Developmen t i n th e contex t 
of th e LAWASI A Regio n 

(b) La w an d Economi c Developmen t i n th e LAWASI A Regio n -
- Th e rol e o f la w i n providin g th e financia l resource s fo r 

development i n th e LAWASI A regio n 

- Th e lega l contro l o f restr ict iv e busines s practice s o f 
t ransnationals: developmen t an d corporat e accountabilit y 

- Th e lega l protectio n o f foreig n investments : developmen t an d 
fairness 

- Th e U N Conventio n o n Contract s fo r th e Internationa l sal e o f 
Goods: developmen t an d mutua l benefi t 

- Developmen t an d th e Internationa l Lega l Cod e o n th e Transfe r o f 
Technology 

- Th e 200-mil e Economi c Zon e an d it s lega l implication s fo r 
development 

(c) La w an d Socia l Developmen t i n th e LAWASI A Regio n -

- Educatio n an d Publi c Healt h Laws : th e imperative s o f huma n 
resource developmen t 

- Ta x law s fo r socia l developmen t i n th e LAWASI A regio n 

- Consume r protectio n law s an d socia l responsibilit y 

- Lan d Tenur e Laws : th e need s o f socia l justic e 

(d) Th e Institutiona l Rol e o f La w i n th e Developmen t o f th e LAWASI A 
Region -

- Th e Internationa l Investment s Insuranc e Agency : A n ide a whos e 
time ha s come ? 

- Th e Foo d Bask : A n answe r t o th e foo d crisis ? 
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- ASEAN : A  ste p i n th e righ t direction ? 

- Th e Internationa l Administratio n o f Crimina l Justic e 

(e) LAWASIA/LE S Licensin g Sessio n -

This wil l includ e a  basi c licensin g course , discussio n o f th e 
economics o f licensin g technolog y int o an d ou t o f developin g 
countr ies; discussio n o f th e unlawfu l appropriatio n o f proprietar y 
in teres ts i n industria l an d intellectua l proper ty ; an d th e Licensin g 
Game. 

(f) Internationa l La w Practic e i n th e LAWASI A Region : Prospect s an d 
challenges 

7. LAWASI A ha s als o continue d t o publis h it s annua l LAWASI A Journal , a s wel l a s 
a LAWASI A Director y o f member s t o assis t individual s t o kee p i n touc h wit h eac h 
other an d co-ordinat e i n thei r servic e o f th e Rul e o f Law . 

8. Ne w activitie s hav e bee n undertake n b y th e Associatio n i n a  numbe r o f a reas . 

Human Right s 

9. I n 1979 , th e LAWASI A Counci l approve d th e establishmen t o f a  LAWASI A 
Human Right s Standin g Committee . Compositio n o f tha t Committe e i s a s follows : 

Co-Chairmen: Mr . Fal i S . Nariman , Senio r Advocate , Forme r Additiona l 
Solicitor-General, Indi a 

Mr. Patric k J . Downey , Chie f Huma n Right s Commissioner , Ne w 
Zealand 

Members: Mr . E.A.G . d e Silva , Practisin g Lawyer , Sr i Lank a 

Mr. Marcel o Fernan , Forme r President , Integrate d Ba r o f th e 
Philippines, Philippine s 

The Hon . Mr . Justic e D.L . Mahoney , Suprem e Cour t o f 
N.S.W. , Australi a 

The Hon . Ku n Maru t Bunnag , Ministe r o f Just ice , Thailan d 

Mr. Para m Cumaraswamy , Practisin g Lawyer , Malaysi a 

Mr. Nobor u Toishi , forme r Practisin g Lawyer , Japa n 

Mr. Ane k Srisanit , Practisin g Lawyer , Thailan d 

Mr. Davi d H . Geddes , LAWASI A Secretary-Genera l 

Secre tary: Mrs . Patrici a Hyndman , Australi a 

10. Thi s Committe e ha s bee n a  mos t activ e one . I t ha s formulate d Te n Basi c 
Principles o f Huma n Right s whic h i t believe s ar e th e basi c s tandard s whic h mus t b e 
adhered t o b y regiona l countrie s a t thi s time . Thes e ar e se t ou t i n Appendi x 2 . 

11. Th e Committe e ha s als o publishe d th e firs t volum e o f it s "Trend s i n Huma n 
Rights" , a  documen t whic h i s t o b e publishe d fro m tim e t o time , detailin g curren t 
t rends i n huma n right s withi n th e ESCA P region . 

12. A t th e invitatio n o f th e Unite d Nations , th e LAWASI A Secretary-Genera l 
submitted on e o f thre e backgroun d paper s t o th e Unite d Nation s Semina r hel d i n 
Colombo i n Jun e 1982 , o n "National , Loca l an d Regiona l Arrangement s fo r th e 
Promotion an d Protectio n o f Huma n Right s i n th e Asia n Region" . A t tha t Unite d 
Nations meeting , LAWASI A organise d a  meetin g o f non-governmenta l organisation s 
represented a t th e Seminar . Tha t meetin g resolve d tha t ther e shoul d b e a  Coalitio n 
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of Asia n huma n right s organisations , whic h woul d wor k toward s th e establishmen t o f 
a regiona l Inter-Governmenta l Huma n Right s Commissio n i n th e LAWASI A region . 

13. A s LAWASI A had , i n Augus t 1981 , organise d a  meetin g wit h 1 4 Asia n regiona l 
human r ight s group s i n Bangkok , LAWASI A resolve d tha t i t woul d cal l anothe r 
meeting o f regiona l huma n right s group s t o b e hel d i n Ne w Delh i i n Octobe r 1982 . 
That meetin g wa s hel d durin g th e perio d 9-1 1 Octobe r 1982 . I t wa s attende d b y 3 4 
human r ight s organisation s fro m th e ESCA P region . Tha t meetin g resolve d t o 
establish a  Coalitio n o f Asia n Huma n Right s Organisation s t o wor k toward s th e 
establishment o f a n Asia n Huma n Right s Commission , an d th e drawin g u p o f a n 
Asian Huma n Right s Char ter . I t als o resolve d t o wor k toward s th e establishmen t o f 
national huma n right s commission s i n regiona l countr ies . Th e appropriat e resolution s 
appear i n Appendi x 3 . 

14. I t wil l b e see n fro m thos e resolution s tha t th e LAWASI A Huma n Right s Standin g 
Committee ha s bee n requeste d t o discharg e th e liaiso n rol e necessar y fo r thi s 
coalition. 

15. Th e LAWASI A Huma n Right s Standin g Committe e ha s als o bee n activ e i n th e 
field o f Judicia l Independence , stagin g a  Semina r i n Toky o i n Jul y 1982 , whic h wa s 
attended by , inte r alia , th e Chie f Justice s o f India , Sr i Lanka , th e Philippine s an d 
Thailand, an d a  forme r Chie f Justic e o f Japan . Fur the r Seminar s o f thi s kind , i n 
the are a o f Judicia l Independence , ar e planne d b y th e Committee . 

16. LAWASI A ha s als o sen t observer s t o regiona l trial s an d ha s finalise d th e 
translation o f th e Unite d Nation s Blu e Boo k o f Huma n Right s Document s int o Thai , 
Philippino, Hindi , an d Burmes e an d ha s als o complete d th e translatio n int o Malay . 
These translation s wil l b e distr ibute d t o huma n r ight s organisation s workin g i n 
countries wher e thos e language s ar e utilised , fo r subsequen t reproductio n an d 
distribution b y thos e organisations . 

17. Th e LAWASI A Huma n Right s Standin g Committe e wil l b e stagin g a  Semina r o n 
"Women an d th e La w i n Asia " i n Kual a Lumpu r i n Ma y 1983 , an d wil l b e organisin g 
the firs t majo r meetin g o f th e Coalitio n o f Asia n huma n r ight s organisation s i n 
Manila i n Septembe r 1983 . 

Energy La w 

18. Followin g th e successfu l IBA/LAWASI A Semina r o n "Energ y La w i n Asi a an d th e 
Pacific" hel d i n Singapor e i n Februar y 1982 , LAWASI A ha s forme d it s ow n Energ y 
Law Standin g Committee , th e secretaria t o f whic h wil l b e base d i n Singapore . I t i s 
planned tha t thi s Committe e wil l commissio n report s on , an d ar rang e seminar s o n 
matters relatin g t o aspect s o f energ y la w withi n th e ESCA P area . 

Intellectual Propert y Standin g Committe e 

19. LAWASI A ha s establishe d a n Intellectua l Propert y Standin g Committe e unde r th e 
Chairmanship o f Professo r T . Do i o f Wased a Universit y i n Tokyo . Othe r member s o f 
the Committe e ar e Mr . De s Rya n o f Australi a an d Mr . Re x Phillip s o f Sr i Lanka . 
This Committe e wil l b e stagin g a  Semina r wit h th e Worl d Intellectua l Propert y 
Organisation i n Bangko k i n Marc h 1983 , o n "Th e Role s o f Governmen t Industria l 
Property Authoritie s an d th e Lega l Professio n i n Administerin g Industria l Propert y 
Rights i n Asi a an d th e Pacific" . 

Enforcement o f Foreig n Judgment s 

20. LAWASI A ha s a  Standin g Committee , unde r th e Chairmanshi p o f Mr . Bradfor d 
Caffrey, operatin g i n thi s area . M r Caffre y recentl y complete d a  doctora l thesis , a 
portion o f whic h comprise s a  Draf t Cod e o n th e Recognitio n o f Foreig n Judgment s i n 
the ESCA P Region . Th e Draf t Cod e wil l b e presente d b y Mr . Caffre y t o th e meetin g 
of th e LAWASI A Standin g Committe e o n Enforcemen t o f Foreig n Judgment s i n Manila , 
in Septembe r 1983 . 
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APPENDIX I 

MEMBER ORGANISATION S 

AUSTRALIA 

Law Counci l o f Australi a 
Law Societ y o f Ne w Sout h Wale s 
New Sout h Wale s Ba r Associatio n 
Queensland Ba r Associatio n 
Queensland La w Societ y Inc . 
Law Insti tut e o f Victori a 
The Victoria n Ba r 
The La w Societ y o f Wester n Australi a 
Law Societ y o f Sout h Australi a Inc . 
Women Lawyer ' s Associatio n o f N.S.W . 

FIJI 

The Fij i La w Societ y 

HONG KON G 

The La w Societ y o f Hon g Kon g 
Hong Kon g Ba r Associatio n 

INDIA 

Bar Associatio n o f Indi a 

INDONESIA 

Mahindo 
Indonesian Jur is t s Associatio n 
Indonesian Judge s Associatio n 
Indonesian Ba r Associatio n 
Indonesian Prosecutor s Associatio n 

IRAN 

The Irania n Jur i s t s Associatio n 
The Ba r Associatio n o f Ira n 
The Ba r Associatio n o f Tabri z 
The Ba r Associatio n o f Shira z 

JAPAN 

The Japa n Ba r Associatio n 

KOREA 

The Korea n Federa l Ba r Associatio n 
Korean La w Professor s Associatio n 
Korean Lega l Centr e 

MALAYSIA 

Bar Counci l (State s o f Malaya ) 

NEPAL 

Nepal Ba r Associatio n 

NEW ZEALAN D 

New Zealan d La w Societ y 
Auckland Distric t La w Societ y 
Canterbury an d Distric t La w Societ y 
Wellington Distric t La w Societ y 
Hamilton Distric t La w Societ y 

PAKISTAN 

High Cour t Ba r Association , Karach i 

PAPUA NE W GUINE A 

Papua Ne w Guine a La w Societ y Inc . 

PHILIPPINES 

The Integrate d Ba r o f th e Philippine s 
The Philippin e Ba r Associatio n 
The Philippin e Lawyer s Associatio n 
FIDA, Philippine s 
The Wome n Lawyer s Associatio n 

of th e Philippine s 

SINGAPORE 

The La w Societ y o f Singapor e 

SRI LANK A 

The Ba r Associatio n o f Sr i Lank a 

TAIWAN 

The Nationa l Ba r Associatio n 
of th e Republi c o f Chin a 

The Chines e Societ y o f Comparativ e La w 

THAILAND 

The Tha i Ba r 
The Lawyer s Associatio n o f Thailan d 

N . B . Th e Banglades h Lega l Practitioner s Associatio n 
is represente d amon g th e genera l membershi p 
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APPENDIX 2 

LAWASIA HUMA N RIGHT S STANDIN G COMMITTE E 

Basic Principle s o f Huma n Right s 

Principle 1 

(a) Everyon e ha s th e inheren t r igh t t o life , an d shal l no t b e arbitraril y 
deprived o f hi s life . 

(b) Th e deat h penalt y ma y b e impose d onl y fo r th e mos t seriou s crimes , an d 
after fai r publi c tria l o n evidenc e presente d t o a  legall y competent , 
independent an d impartia l t r ibunal . 

Principle 2 

(a) Everyon e ha s th e inheren t r igh t t o libert y an d securit y o f person , an d 
shall no t b e subjecte d t o arb i t ra r y ar res t o r detention . 

(b) Anyon e wh o i s arreste d o r detaine d shal l b e informe d o f th e reason s 
therefor a t th e tim e o f hi s a r res t an d shal l b e entitle d t o communicat e th e 
fact o f hi s a r res t t o a  perso n o f hi s choice . 

(c) Anyon e arreste d shal l b e entitle d t o acces s t o counse l o f hi s choice . 

(d) Anyon e charge d wit h a n offenc e i s entitle d t o a  fai r an d publi c tria l withi n 
a reasonabl e tim e b y a  legall y competent , independen t an d impartia l 
t r ibunal . 

Principle 3 

Everyone i s equa l befor e th e la w an d i s entitle d withou t an y discriminatio n 
to th e equa l protectio n o f th e law . 

Principle 4 

No on e shal l b e hel d guilt y o f an y crimina l offenc e fo r an y ac t o r omissio n 
which di d no t consti tut e a  crimina l offenc e whe n i t wa s committed . 

Principle 5 

(a) Anyon e deprive d o f hi s libert y shal l b e treate d wit h respec t fo r hi s 
inherent dignit y a s a  huma n person . 

(b) N o on e shal l b e subjecte d t o to r tu re , o r t o cruel , inhuma n o r degradin g 
punishment o r treatment . 

Principle 6 

No on e shoul d b e subjec t t o preventiv e detention , bu t i n thos e countrie s 
where preventiv e detentio n exis ts , everyon e s o detaine d shal l b e entitle d t o 
prompt, periodi c revie w o f hi s detentio n b y a  legall y competent , 
independent an d impartia l t r ibunal . 

Principle 7 

(a) N o on e shal l b e arbitrari l y deprive d o f th e righ t t o ente r hi s ow n country . 
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(b) Anyon e wh o i s a n alien , lawfull y i n a  country , shal l no t b e expelle d excep t 
pursuant t o a  decisio n reache d i n accordanc e wit h th e la w i n forc e a t th e 
time h e entere d th e count ry . 

Principle 8 

No on e shal l b e subjec t t o coercio n whic h woul d restr ic t hi s choic e o f 
religion o r belief . Freedo m t o manifes t one ' s religio n o r belief s ma y b e 
subject onl y t o suc h limitation s a s ar e prescribe d b y la w an d ar e necessar y 
to protec t publi c safety , o rder , healt h o r moral s o r th e fundamenta l r ight s 
and freedom s o f o the rs . 

Principle 9 

To ensur e th e enjoymen t o f thes e minimu m s tandards , everyon e i s entitle d 
to hav e lega l assistanc e availabl e t o him . 

Principle 1 0 

These principle s hav e bee n formulate d o n th e basi s tha t the y ar e th e 
minimum standard s t o b e observe d a t al l time s afte r allowin g fo r th e fac t 
that emergencie s threatenin g th e lif e o f a  natio n ma y occu r fro m tim e t o 
time. 

APPENDIX 3 

RESOLUTION PASSED  A T MEETIN G O F THIRTY-FOU R NON-GOVERNMENTA L 
HUMAN RIGHT S ORGANISATION S FRO M TH E ESCA P REGIO N CALLE D A T 

THE INVITATIO N O F TH E LAWASI A HUMA N RIGHT S STANDIN G COMMITTE E 
NEW DELH I -  9-1 1 OCTOBER , 198 2 

Resolution Establishin g a  Coalitio n o f Huma n 
Rights Organisation s i n th e ESCA P Regio n 

At thi s meetin g o f 3 4 huma n r ight s organisation s i n th e ESCA P regio n 
representing 1 2 countrie s (followin g a  simila r meetin g hel d i n Bangko k i n August , 
1981), bot h calle d a t th e invitatio n o f th e LAWASI A Huma n Right s Standin g 
Committee, i t wa s unanimousl y resolve d t o establis h a  Coalitio n o f huma n r ight s 
organisations i n Asi a -  a  Coalitio n whic h wil l wor k toward s th e establishmen t o f a n 
Asian Charte r o f Huma n Right s an d a n Asia n Huma n Right s Commissio n (simila r t o 
the Commission s no w existin g i n th e continent s o f Africa , Europ e an d America) . 

The meetin g : 

RESOLVED tha t th e LAWASI A Huma n Right s Standin g Committe e b e authorise d 
by thi s meetin g t o undertak e th e co-ordinatin g rol e fo r thi s ne w Coalition . 

RESOLVED tha t th e LAWASI A Huma n Right s Standin g Committe e b e authorise d 
to tak e step s i n furtheranc e o f thi s Coalitio n an d t o carr y ou t th e administrativ e 
task o f formulatin g a  three-yea r pla n o f co-ordinate d activitie s fo r it s 
members/affiliates. 

(Note: Regiona l representat ive s o f larg e organisation s suc h a s Amnest y 
International, Luthera n Worl d Service , Re d Cross , Worl d Jewis h Congress , an d th e 
YWCA, whic h alread y hav e th e benefi t o f world-wid e organisations , wholeheartedl y 
supported th e abov e resolution) . 

RESOLVED tha t a s a  firs t activit y o f thi s ne w Coalition , studie s an d researc h 
on regiona l issue s i n th e fiel d o f huma n r ight s b e conducte d an d tw o workin g 
papers b e prepare d fo r th e Manil a Conferenc e i n September , 1983 , o n th e followin g 
subjects, viz : 
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(1) Adequac y o f law s affectin g wome n i n th e ESCA P regio n an d ho w fa r the y 
are implemented . 

(2) Preventiv e Detentio n -  la w an d practic e i n th e ESCA P region . 

RESOLVED tha t LAWASI A shoul d tak e al l s tep s t o organis e a  regiona l worksho p 
with th e assistanc e o f th e Unite d Nation s t o revie w th e conclusion s o f th e inter -
governmental meetin g i n Colomb o hel d i n June , 1982 , an d t o ascertai n th e rol e tha t 
can b e playe d b y NGO' s i n implementin g th e decision s take n a t tha t meeting , an d 
to furthe r s tud y wha t othe r role s th e NGO s ca n pla y i n promotin g th e 
institutionalisation o f huma n right s concerns . 

RESOLVED tha t havin g regar d t o th e increasin g concer n o f people s al l ove r th e 
world wit h huma n right s an d a s a  ste p toward s th e establishmen t o f a n Asia n 
Human Right s Commission , thi s meetin g o f representat ive s o f 3 4 huma n right s 
organisations representin g 1 2 countrie s calle d a t th e invitatio n o f th e LAWASI A 
Human Right s Standin g Committe e RECOMMEND S tha t a  Huma n Righ t Commissio n 
should b e se t u p i n eac h o f th e countrie s i n th e LAWASI A regio n an d tha t thi s 
recommendation b e sen t t o th e Head s o f Governmen t i n eac h o f th e countrie s i n th e 
region. 
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